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Clergy
Rabbi:  ZACHARY R. SHAPIRO
rabbi@templeakiba.net  
Cantor:  LONEE FRAILICH
cantorlonee@templeakiba.net 
Rabbi Emeritus:  ALLEN S. MALLER

Temple Akiba Board of Trustees:
CATHY PENSO, President
president@templeakiba.net
MARC BAUER, Executive Vice President
evp@templeakiba.net
MORRIS ZLOTOWITZ, Finance Trustee
financetrustee@templeakiba.net
HELENE JAFFA, Religious Practices Trustee
rptrustee@templeakiba.net
JENNA SONENSHEIN, Membership Trustee
membershiptrustee@templeakiba.net
JOHN MAGOULAS, Development Trustee
developmenttrustee@templeakiba.net
TRACEY WISE FINKELSTEIN, Religious School Trustee
relschooltrustee@templeakiba.net
LEAH POTOK , ECC Trustee
ecctrustee@templeakiba.net
BENJAMIN RAPOPORT, Facilities Trustee
facilitiestrustee@templeakiba.net
ANDREW LACHMAN, Leadership Development Trustee
leadershiptrustee@templeakiba.net
SARA FIELDS, Engagement Trustee
engagementtrustee@templeakiba.net
JAMIE SHWARTZ, Camp and Youth Trustee
youthtrustee@templeakiba.net
WENDY SENELICK, Recording Secretary
rsecretary@templeakiba.net
LISA TSIMANIS, Financial Secretary
financialsec@templeakiba.net
LINDA PARK, Sisterhood
sisterhood@templeakiba.net
HERMAN BARNATHAN, Men’s Group
mensgroup@templeakiba.net
IRA DIAMOND, Immediate Past President
pastpresident@templeakiba.net

Temple Staff: 
JEFFREY RIPS, Executive Director
director@templeakiba.net
RANDEE BISHOFF,  Director of Education
religiousschool@templeakiba.net
KATHRYN VISCHJAGER, Program Director
programdirector@templeakiba.net
DIANE GERMANSKY,  Assistant Director of Education
nurseryschool@templeakiba.net 
LEAH PENSO,  Resident Camp & Youth Programs Director
youthgroup@templeakiba.net 
ROBYN ALTMAN,  Day Camp Director
akibadaycamp@templeakiba.net  
REBECCA HOLZBERG,  Executive Assistant
admin@templeakiba.net 
DINA HEMPLING,  Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@templeakiba.net
TALIA RICHARDS, Administrative Assistant
schooloffice@templeakiba.net
MARY LOU BASARABA,  Choir Director

JULY / AUGUST Friday Shabbat Services

Friday, July 7		        		           	 6:30pm
Shabbat Service 

Friday, July 14  		       	              6:30pm
Shabbat Service

Friday, July 21	 		               6:30pm  
Shabbat Service

Friday, July 28	    	          	              6:30pm
Shabbat Service

Friday, August 4	     		               6:30pm
Shabbat at the Beach

Friday, August 11	 	                           6:30pm	
Camp Shabbat Service 

Friday, August 18	 			   6:30pm	
Shabbat Service

Friday, August 25	 		               6:30pm
Shabbat Service with Donor Recognition

On three things 

the world is sustained: 

on Torah, on service, and 

on deeds of loving kindness.

Pirkei  Avot 1:2
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For the past few years, there’s been a dialogue (dare 
I say “struggle”) between the Culver City School 
district and the Jewish community.  Each year, the leaders of the 
School district decide which days the district will be closed. There 
are days that are, simply put, a given.  There will never be classes 
on Christmas or New Year’s. Schools are closed in observation of 
secular Federal Holidays (President’s Day, Memorial Day, etc.)

But what should the district do with regard to the vast expressions 
of Religious observances among the many cultures represented 
in the student, faculty, and administrative body of the City?  If 
there are 4 additional days available for closure, and 10 groups  
vocalizing their needs, how does the School Board decide?  It’s 
been a difficult process, with many heated conversations.  

For the Jewish community, we have been focused specifically on 
Yom Kippur.  When I spoke with the School Board leadership, I 
explained that we would never lobby for Chanukah or Passover 
(even though those festivals may be more familiar outside of 
Judaism.)  “Chanukah and Passover,” I said, “are celebrations.  
Yom Kippur," I continued, “is about the communal process of 
introspection, prayer, and forgiveness.  It’s not a holiday.  It’s a 
Holy Day.  We aren’t honoring a person or a time or a revolution   
or independence or a loss.  We are remembering what it means to  
be part a religious and cultural people.”

Despite the efforts of my words & the hard work of many 
individuals in our congregation, we have made little headway in 
effectuating change. Yes, the Culver Schools will still hold classes 
on Yom Kippur this year.  (In 2024, Yom Kippur is on Shabbat/ 
Saturday). And although the administration has agreed in past years 
not to have exams or paper/ projects due on Yom Kippur, the policy 
was NOT universally followed. And so, we will continue the efforts.  

To the School Board, I ask that you take our voices to heart. I am 
here to help navigate forward.  And I know how much you care 
about the best opportunities for all our students! And to members of 
Temple Akiba….When the School Board eventually makes the right 
decision, please ensure that your family makes the opportunity to 
observe Yom Kippur. Otherwise, our mission will mean very little!

In the meantime, please write to members of the School Board and 
share your thoughts!  Our voices, together, can make a difference!  
You can contact them here:  Boardmembers@ccusd.org

With love and shalom,
Rabbi Zachary Shapiro

Shalom, Rav

Every day feels special working 

at Temple Akiba. Every day 

brings opportunities to engage with this 

wonderful community and to help people 

connect to their Jewish identities. I have been 

blessed to serve this Synagogue since 2006. 

I cherish seeing the passage of time and love 

seeing the growth of our students throughout   

the years. 

On June 2 we celebrated two special occasions 

at the Temple. In the morning, we cheered 

on 33 of our ECC children as they graduated 

from our Preschool. That evening, we held a  

Shabbat service honoring our graduating High 

School seniors. This is what Temple Akiba 

is all about – community coming together in 

meaningful ways. 

It was emotional watching our Seniors talking 

about their love and appreciation for Temple 

Akiba at the service. That was a true “L’dor 

Vador” moment. I have known many of our 

seniors since they were toddlers in our ECC 

program. I have watched them grow from   

little children to accomplished young adults. 

I hope that in 13 years, I will be able to write 

a similar article talking about watching this 

next group of children grow from toddlers to  

amazing young adults!

L'Shalom,                                                                
Cantor Lonee Frailich

Cantor's Corner
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6 Reasons to Send Your Child to Jewish           
Summer Camp

Jewish summer camps fuse the activities, friendships, and 
communal life of traditional camps with Jewish values, role 
models, and culture. This uniquely immersive experience 
provides a confidence-building opportunity in which campers 
experience joy and discovery in a communal Jewish setting. 

1. EXPERIENCES FIRST, EXPLANATIONS LATER.             
In other areas, kids are taught about Jewish communal life 
before experiencing it. At camp, they experience it first. The 
explanations come later. 

2. CAMP FRIENDSHIPS LAST BEYOND THE 
SUMMER.   As kids grow, opportunities arise to increase 
their connections with Jewish peers. Many alumni of Jewish 
camp have found that the friends they make during the 
summer stick with them through college, young adulthood, 
and beyond.

3. IMMERSIVE JEWISH COMMUNITY.                       
Campers are exposed to adult Jewish role models, Jewish 
peers, and Jewish friends from different places. These Jewish 
connections in every direction are extremely powerful. 
Campers experience joy in a Jewish community, develop   
self-confidence as Jews, and forge long-lasting connections. 

4. CAMP ENDS, BUT THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
CONTINUES. Children who attend Jewish summer camp 
are more likely to identify as Jewish adults and actively 
engage with their Jewish community. The experience of 
living in an immersive Jewish community has a deep and 
profound impact, making them more likely to practice Jewish 
behaviors as adults. 

5. JEWISH CAMP ADDRESSES THE WHOLE 
CAMPER. At camp, adult role models and mentors create 
safe spaces for campers to grapple with complex ideas based 
in Jewish values, texts, and traditions.  Camp is thus able to 
provide balance by creating space for spiritual, emotional,  
and physical growth for campers.

6. CAMP HELPS KIDS SUCCEED.                                 
Campers who return to camp as staff members can create 
opportunities to advance themselves professionally. Many 
staff from Reform Jewish summer camps have found that 
their experiences as camp counselors have helped them 
jumpstart their careers, establish their college 
campus networks, and meet new people. 

L'Shalom, 

Randee Bishoff, Dir. of Education                                    

President's Message
Thank you for electing me to serve another 2 years 
as President of this amazing Congregation. This past 
weekend was a testament to everything about Temple 
Akiba that makes it the shining beacon of light it is 
to those in our community and beyond and why I am 
honored to continue in this role. 

Friday, June 2 started with 33 youngsters graduating 
from the ECC and ended with 14 High School Seniors 
and their families at Shabbat Services. Each student 
shared the impact Akiba has had on them, many since 
pre-school. We also celebrated a Bar Mitzvah, one of 
27 this year! Then on Sunday we held our President’s 
Circle Brunch where we thanked our top donors 
for their ongoing commitment which enables us to 
provide our exceptional schools, camps, programs   
and services. Lastly, our Resident Camp staff had  
their  first training day. We all know that Camp is one 
of the best ways to build and sustain Jewish identity.

What stands out is that all these events and programs 
thrive because of the relationships that have been 
built over the years between Staff, Board, students, 
teachers, parents, & members. We will continue to 
build on those relationships, making the connections 
deeper and more meaningful & bringing in new 
members along the way.

Joining us in these efforts are new Board members 
Leah Potok, ECC Trustee; Wendy Senelick, Recording 
Secretary; Jamie Shwartz, Youth and Camp Trustee. 
Welcome and thank you for saying “YES.”

To our outgoing Board members, I extend my deepest 
appreciation for your service: Scott Bishoff for serving 
as Camp and Youth Trustee the last 6 months, Verna 
Erez as our Recording Secretary for 9 years and 
Caroline Schwartz as our ECC Trustee this last year. 
Your leadership and contributions were invaluable. 

Each of your contributions of both time and donations 
are also invaluable. We are thriving financially 
because of your incredible support. Come to Temple, 
to Shabbat Services and see all the improvements to 
our ECC, kitchen and security.

Temple Akiba is soaring to new heights! Thank you 
for being a part of this journey, a warm                            
and welcoming place of inclusion making 
our light shine brighter together.  

Cathy Penso, President

ECC & Religious School
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July starts the beginning of Temple Akiba’s new Fiscal year.  For me the new year, whether it be Rosh Hashanah, January July starts the beginning of Temple Akiba’s new Fiscal year.  For me the new year, whether it be Rosh Hashanah, January 
1st, or our fiscal year is a time of reflection on all that has occurred during the year.  When I look back on Temple Akiba’s 1st, or our fiscal year is a time of reflection on all that has occurred during the year.  When I look back on Temple Akiba’s 
2022/2023 what stands out amongst all the incredible Shabbat & Holiday services, programs, events, celebrations, donations, 2022/2023 what stands out amongst all the incredible Shabbat & Holiday services, programs, events, celebrations, donations, 
and milestones are the many facilities projects that will help Temple Akiba continue to grow.  Here are the most impactful:  and milestones are the many facilities projects that will help Temple Akiba continue to grow.  Here are the most impactful:  

With the incredible gift from the Lucy Shine Foundation our ECC now has brand new furniture in all the classrooms & With the incredible gift from the Lucy Shine Foundation our ECC now has brand new furniture in all the classrooms & 
yards.  In addition, painting of the walls in the Wolkowitz Field, Annex Courtyard, as well as the ECC doors, ground, and yards.  In addition, painting of the walls in the Wolkowitz Field, Annex Courtyard, as well as the ECC doors, ground, and 
walls in all the yards have all been completed.  Perhaps the most impactful are the beautiful new window treatments with walls in all the yards have all been completed.  Perhaps the most impactful are the beautiful new window treatments with 
Jewish scenes from the Torah or holidays.  All of these changes have truly transformed our ECC.Jewish scenes from the Torah or holidays.  All of these changes have truly transformed our ECC.

Continuing our Green Initiative, we have installed four new water bottle filling stations throughout our campus.  In Continuing our Green Initiative, we have installed four new water bottle filling stations throughout our campus.  In 
addition, several new three-bin recycling stations have been ordered for the campus. These two additions, along with   addition, several new three-bin recycling stations have been ordered for the campus. These two additions, along with   
using more compostable products helps Temple Akiba on our journey to reduce our carbon footprint.using more compostable products helps Temple Akiba on our journey to reduce our carbon footprint.

Our Kitchen is also getting a much-needed refurbishment.  The transformation began with new painting and lights, Our Kitchen is also getting a much-needed refurbishment.  The transformation began with new painting and lights, 
followed by the installation of a new commercial dishwasher and garbage disposal.  Next will be the replacement of the followed by the installation of a new commercial dishwasher and garbage disposal.  Next will be the replacement of the 
kitchen hood to ensure it is up to code and then new cooking appliances.  These new additions will truly transform our kitchen hood to ensure it is up to code and then new cooking appliances.  These new additions will truly transform our 
kitchen and I can’t wait to see what yummy delicacies are created in the months and years to come.  kitchen and I can’t wait to see what yummy delicacies are created in the months and years to come.  

Lastly, we have several new security projects aimed to create a safe & secure environment for all of the Temple Akiba Lastly, we have several new security projects aimed to create a safe & secure environment for all of the Temple Akiba 
Community.  These projects include the Annex Parking Lot motorized vehicle and pedestrian gates and new cinder block Community.  These projects include the Annex Parking Lot motorized vehicle and pedestrian gates and new cinder block 
wall on the north property.  In addition to these two major projects, we are also installing three new gates on the alley wall on the north property.  In addition to these two major projects, we are also installing three new gates on the alley 
side of our property.  Lastly, we are also moving forward on a state-of-the-art security camera and alarm system.  All of side of our property.  Lastly, we are also moving forward on a state-of-the-art security camera and alarm system.  All of 
these projects will help to take our security to another level.  these projects will help to take our security to another level.  

These projects are wonderful additions on their own, but collectively will make the 2023/2024 year truly These projects are wonderful additions on their own, but collectively will make the 2023/2024 year truly 
exciting.  These projects don’t just happen, they take countless hours of Temple Akiba’s Board of Trustees and exciting.  These projects don’t just happen, they take countless hours of Temple Akiba’s Board of Trustees and 
committee members to create the vision, do the research, and make each of the dreams become a reality.  committee members to create the vision, do the research, and make each of the dreams become a reality.  
Their efforts, and these projects, are just another example of how our Light Truly Shines Brighter Together! Their efforts, and these projects, are just another example of how our Light Truly Shines Brighter Together! 

 L'Shalom,  L'Shalom,   Jeffrey Rips,  Executive DirectorJeffrey Rips,  Executive Director

Executive Director's Message
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Please join Temple Akiba at our 

 

Come meet our clergy,  
tour our facility                                   

and connect with our  
 wonderful community! 

 

5:30 PM 
Wine & Cheese for the adults 

Yummy snacks for the children 
 

6:30 PM 
    Shabbat Services 

 

Temple Akiba of Culver City 
5249 S. Sepulveda Boulevard, Culver City, CA 90230 

www.templeakiba.net 

Innovative  
& engaging  

K - 12  
Religious 

School 

Creative  
and Warm 
Services 

Terrific  
Day Camp,  

Resident Camp, 
& Youth 

Programs 

Loving & 
 Nurturing  
Pre-School 
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B'Nai Mitzvah - Mazal Tov!

Tess Goldman 
daughter of Sarah 

& Jeff Goldman
Saturday, August 19
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Mitzvah Day Highlights 
265 volunteers and 21 staff participated in 25 projects benefiting hundreds of people!!  

What we accomplished: 300 pairs of shoes to Shoes for the Homeless, 151 hygiene kits to 
SPY & PATH, 585 lunches to SPY, St. Joseph’s Center, Grace Diner, Abundant Blessings 
& Upward Bound House, knitted hats, toys, books and stuffed animals to children at Santa 
Monica/UCLA Hospital, 52 scarves to PATH, 30 placemats to Upward Bound House, 50 
Comfort Bears & Bunnies to the CC Police Dept & 23 messages of gratitude, 20 treasure 
boxes to Richstone Family Center, 30 book bags with books and school supplies for teens 

at the County Library, 60 decorated, potted plants for residents of West Hollywood  
Community Housing Corps, 25 Shabbat Kits to seniors at Jewish Family Center, 20 Dog 

Toys and Pet Supplies to Operation Blankets of Love, 28 blood donors, 28 challahs sold to 
benefit MAZON, 75 Kindness Rocks spreading encouragement, singing at PDR Care  

Center, volunteering at Annenberg Pet Space, reorganizing the Religious School supply 
closet, polishing our ritual objects, learning CPR, calling our members in need, tzedakah 
boxes made from  recycled material, household cleaning supplies to Abundant Blessings. 

 
Special Thanks: Randee Bishoff, Cindy Cohen, Cantor Lonee Frailich, Elliot Heffler, 

Eagle Sports & Awards, Dina Hempling, Rebecca Holzberg, Valerie Meyer, Jeffrey Rips, 
Ron Watts, Bob’s Cleaning Company, and Legionary Eagle Security 

 
Sponsors & Donors: Apfelberg Family, Susan & Paul Balter, Chipp Family, Cregor 
Family, Dynamic Power Group, Hillside Memorial Park & Mortuary, Home Depot,  

Horowitz Family, Alan Kahan, Kleyman Family, Sharon Krakoff & Bob Knopf,  
Sharlene & Tony London, Renee Meshul & Tom Klitzner, Ken Nakamura, D.D.S.,  

Pacific Plumbing Team, Pavilions/VONS, Cathy & Bruce Penso Family, Pemstein Family, 
Linda Radell, On Site CPR Training, Ralphs, Lauren & Jeffrey Rips, Sorrento Italian  

Market, Sprouts, Stillman Family, Temple Akiba Sisterhood, Andrea & Jay Swerdlow, 
Nancy & Herb Trachtenberg, Trader Joe’s, Wise Sons Deli, Marla & Ed Wolkowitz 

 
Mitzvah Day Committee: Herman Barnathan, Meg Clements, Terry Coty, Kate  
Cregor, Verna Erez, Sara Fields, Pam Josephson, Bob Knopf, Renee Meshul, Toby  

Milavski, Linda Park, Cathy Penso, Sue Polep, Lorin Ruttenberg, Wendy Senelick, Jenna 
Sonenshein, Jane Stark, Nancy Trachtenberg, Jon Varsano, Joanne Wolf, Melissa York 

 
Photos:  Cantor Lonee Frailich, Rebecca Holzberg, Leah Penso, Rabbi Zachary Shapiro, 

Jenna Sonenshein, Jon Varsano, 
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Louba Aaronson 

Laura Abrams 

Leah Adams 

Romina Aghai 

Sharon Aigner 

Robyn Altman 

Apfelberg Family 

August Family 

Sharon Balter 

Susan Balter 

Herman Barnathan 

Samantha Barshay 

Basiri Family 

Bauer Family 

Christine Bellettini 

Lior Ben-Aharon 

Rachel Berson 

Bishoff Family 

Marc Blackbird 

Margie Brook 

Kristine Capell 

Robin Cayetano 

David Chipp 

Ira Clark & Patti Newler 

Meg Clements 

Kevin Comstock 

Corburn Family 

Terry Coty 

Kate Cregor 

Stefanie Cutler 

Ira Diamond 

Greg Dixon 

Verna Erez 

Beverly Eshed 

Sara Fields 

Owen Fighter 

Bea Fine 

Danelle Fisher 

Fleischman Family 

Ardriane Fleming 

Tricia Flumenbaum 

Bobbi Flusser 

Jennifer Fogel 

Bruce Forman 

Arleen & Lewis Forsheit 

Susan Frazin 

Rhoda Glauberg 

Toni Glick 

Steve Gofman 

Lesley Gold 

Rosalie & Michael Gotz 

Dayna Greenspan 

Melissa Grinberg 

Gursky Family 

Pamela Hakakian 

Jessica Haselton 

Diana & David Hauptman  

Barry Haworth 

Sonni Helmer 

Shirley Hirschberg 

Diana Hoffman 

Adrianna Hosford 

Ellick Huang 

Helene Jaffa 

Talia Joseph 

Pamela Josephson 

Joanne & Larry Kahn 

Myrna Kayton 

Mia Kennedy 

Nate & Erin Kingsbury 

Ellie Kleyman 

Bob Knopf & Sharon Krakoff 

Cindy & Kevin Knopf 

Deborah Koniak-Griffin 

Robyn Kupferman 

Rosie LaBriola 

Andrew Lachman 

Steve Lange 

Aaron Leshtz 

Cheryl Levinson 

Ron Levinson 

Sharlene London 

John Magoulas 

Karen Marcus 

Anita & Scott Markowitz 

Jeanne Marmalefsky 

Diana Martin 

Ellen McCormack 

Rachel Meis 

Renee Meshul 

Eric Metz 

Mike Metzinger 

Valerie Meyer 

Toby Milavski 

Chris Miller 

Wendy & Saul Miller 

Yana Moser 

Raechel Moskowitz 

Victor Nahmias 

Monique & Craig Newman 

Sue Newman 

Irene Oelberger 

Naomi Ostrick 

Michele Paley 

Linda Park 

Ira Pemstein 

Cathy & Bruce Penso 

Amy Philpott 

Sam Plotkin 

Sue Polep 

Leah Potok 

Lana & Benjamin Rapoport 

Jeff Reynolds 

Debbie Richards 

Jeffrey Rips 

Leila & Paul Rosemberg 

Jessica Rosemberg 

Allison Rosenzweig 

Rose Ross 

Marla Rothfarb 

Aimee Rouff 

Beth Rubenstein 

Sara Rutenberg 

Lorin Ruttenberg 

Jen Safyan 

Jamie Saltzman 

Elaine Saperstein 

Joel Savitt 

Joanna Schaenman 

Andrea Schainen 

Stephen Schaller 

Caroline Schwartz 

Janice & Neil Schwartz 

Carole Seedman 

Naomi Seligman 

Wendy Senelick 

Wendy Shabsis 

Rabbi Shapiro & Ron Galperin 

Terry Shenkman 

Jen & Danielle Sheppard 

Paula Shulman 

Jamie Shwartz 

Michele Shwartz 

Kaci Silverman 

Cindy Smith 

Dina Sokoloff 

Jenna Sonenshein 

Jill & Brian Sowell 

Jane Stark 

Shari Starr 

Heather Stillman 

Jay Swerdlow 

Stacy Thapthimthong 

Nancy Trachtenberg 

Lisa Tsimanis 

Sue Urfrig 

Jon Varsano 

Jessica Vermette 

Waisman / Sergant Family 

Ira Waldman 

Leanna & Ron Watts 

Freddy Weinberg 

Mariana Weinzimer 

Amy Wiedre 

Jerry Wiener 

Sabrina Wind 

Tracey Wise Finkelstein & Marc 
Finkelstein 

Michael Wohl 

Joanne Wolf 

Marla & Ed Wolkowitz 

Randall Wright 

Melissa York 

Rosalyn Zakheim 

Jodi & Steven Zimelman 

Elizabeth & Morris Zlotowitz 

Thank you to all of our Temple Akiba 2022-2023 volunteers! 
Your gift of time makes our light shine brighter together! 
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Brighter and Stronger. . .Together!

Our heartfelt thanks to our 182 Members and 41 Associate Members for making 2022 – 2023 an amazing 
and memorable year. With your membership dues and donations, Sisterhood was able to provide: 52 
combined Oneg Shabbats and Onegs-to-Go; 400 challahs at the conclusion of the Yom Kippur service ; 
holiday gifts celebrating Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah, and Tu B’Shvat to all Religious School and ECC 
students; individual copies of Mishkon T’Filah to 25 new 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students; Kiddush Cups 
and Candle Holders to 29 Bar/Bat Mitzvah youth; a WRJ Women’s Torah Commentary to 5 Confirmands 
along with a $500 donation to Women of the Wall on their behalf which will be presented in person by 
Rabbi Shapiro during our Akiba trip to Israel this summer; presenting 33 ECC graduates with a Thank You 
God book; & assisting Resident Camp with the purchase of this summer’s camp t-shirts. And so much more!

We are looking forward to making the coming year memorable, safe, and happy for the entire Temple 
Akiba community.  Please join us for another great year by becoming a Sisterhood member or renewing 
your Sisterhood membership.  Our membership drive starts July 1st and paper forms will be mailed shortly 
after, or electronic forms and payments can be accessed through the Sisterhood page on the Temple Akiba 
website.  We hope for your continuing support and wish you a healthy summer of fun.

         

 Men's Group Message
It has been a wonderful year for the Men’s Group. We have grown tremendously in membership, 

and this has allowed us to offer a great variety of events for Temple members, and to     
underwrite a number of Temple programs & activities.

Our leadership is hard at work developing a full slate of interesting programs for the year to come. Your membership 
will help us underwrite more of the many activities that our Temple offers. Your active participation will allow you 
to take part of some of the exciting programs this coming year, The Men’s Group will be offering musical events, 
summer barbecues, interesting speakers and a return visit to the Reagan Library over the coming months. So many 
things to do and people to meet. If you have not joined us already, why not join us for the year to come? Participate  
in our wide variety of activities. Help us plan new things to do. Ready to get started? A very reasonable minimum 

dues of $36 for men, $18 for associates. See the form in the Temple registration packet coming in the mail.

Klezmer Music Under the Stars on Saturday, July 22nd- Wolkowitz Field                                                                                                                                         
The Men’s Group will host an evening of Klezmer music. The Men’s Group is hosting a wonderful evening filled  

with the sounds of Klezmer music. We will have a 7-person band playing songs both familiar and new. The concert 
will begin at 7:30. There will be wine, coffee and dessert. All for a nominal cost of $20 a ticket.

Barbecue!! Join us on Friday, August 11th for a Community BBQ                                                                                                               
Our August BBQ co-sponsored by Men's Group and Sisterhood, will celebrate the end of our Summer camps.       

Dinner will start at 5:30 PM, followed by Shabbat Services. Coffee and dessert to follow services. Come see old 
friends, make new ones, and enjoy a beautiful summers evening.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

   
 
 

  12 Tammuz 

1 
 
 
 
 

 
 

13 Tammuz 

2 
 
 

14 Tammuz 

3 
 
 

15 Tammuz 

4 
 

Temple Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Independence Day 

16 Tammuz 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

17 Tammuz 

6 
 
  

18 Tammuz 

7 
 
6:30 PM Shabbat  
Service 
 
 
 
 

 

19 Tammuz 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

20 Tammuz 

9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

21 Tammuz 

10 
 
 

Israel Trip Returns 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

22 Tammuz 

11 
 
7:00 PM Men’s Group 
Meeting 

23 Tammuz 

12 
 
 

7:00 PM Life  
Transitions Group  
via zoom    
 
 

24 Tammuz 

13 
 
 

25 Tammuz 

14 
 
5:30 PM Community 
Dinner 
 
6:30 PM Shabbat  
Service 

26 Tammuz 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

27 Tammuz 

16 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

28 Tammuz 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 Tammuz 

18 
 
 
 

 

1 Av 

19 
 

 
 

2 Av 

20 
 
7:30 PM Rosh Hodesh 
Online Class 

3 Av 

21 
 
6:30 PM Shabbat  
Service 

4 Av 

22 
 

 
7:30 PM Men’s Group 
Klezmer Concert 
 
 

 

5 Av 

23 
Resident Camp  
Departs 
 
10:30 AM Resident 
Camp Parents 
Schmooze 

 

 
 
 
 

12 Av 

30 
 

6 Av 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 Av 

31 
 

7 Av 

25 
 
 

8 Av 

26 
 
7:00 PM Life  
Transitions Group  
via zoom     
 
 

9 Av 

27 
 
 

10 Av 

28 
 
6:30 PM Shabbat  
Service 
 
 
 

11 Av 

29 
 
 

July 2023 12 Tammuz 5783 - 13 Av 5783 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 14 Av 

1 
 
 
 

15 Av 

2 
 

 
 

16 Av 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

 

17 Av 

4 
 
 

6:00 PM Beach  
Shabbat Service 
 
 
 
 

 

18 Av 

5 

 
 

10:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning 
Service with  
Bnei Mitzvah of  
A.G. & J.G. 
 
7:00 PM End of  
Summer Parents Party 

 
 

19 Av 

6 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

20 Av 

7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

21 Av 

8  
 
 
7:00 PM Sisterhood 
Board Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 Av 

9 
 
 
7:00 PM Life  
Transitions Group  
via zoom    
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 Av 

10 
 
  

24 Av 

11  
 
5:30 PM Community 
BBQ 
 
6:30 PM Shabbat 
Service  

 
Last Day of ECC  

& Day Camp 

25 Av 

12 
 
 
10:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning 
Service with  
Bar Mitzvah of  
Matthew Stevelman 

26 Av 

13 
 
8:30 PM Blood Drive 

 

27 Av 

14 
 

 
 

28 Av 

15 
 
 

29 Av 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

30 Av 

17  
 
7:30 PM Rosh Hodesh 
Online Class 

 
 

 

 

1 Elul 

18 
 
5:30 PM Open House  
 
6:30 PM Shabbat 
Service 

2 Elul 

19 
  
 
10:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning 
Service with  
Bat Mitzvah of  
Tess Goldman 
 

 
 

3 Elul 

20 
 
 
 

 
 

4 Elul 

21  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5 Elul 

22 
 
7:00 PM Men’s Group 
Meeting  

 
 
 

6 Elul 

23 
 
7:00 PM Life  
Transitions Group  
via zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 Elul 

24  
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 Elul 

25  
 
9:00 AM ECC  
Visitation Day 
 
 
5:30 PM Donor  
Recognition Gathering 
 
6:30 PM Shabbat 
Service 

9 Elul 

26 
 
 
9:00 AM Torah Study 
Begins 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fiesta La Ballona 

10 Elul 

27 
 
10:00 AM ECC  
Picnic in the Park  

 
 
 

Fiesta La Ballona 

11 Elul 

28 
 
 
 

ECC Begins 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

12 Elul 

29 
 
 
 
 

 

13 Elul 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

14 Elul 

31 
 
 
 
 

  

August 2023 14 Av 5783 - 14 Elul 5783 
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TZEDAKAH
Members and friends of Temple Akiba have chosen to honor 
the memories of loved ones and to express their condolences   
to bereaved families by making contributions to the Yahrzeit 
and other Temple funds. In addition, one can make donations 
to the Temple to honor birthdays, a marriage, a baby naming, 
a conversion, the privilege of sitting on the bima, for having  
an aliya, or for any other blessed occasion.

TEMPLE FUND
In honor of: 
Pamela Hakakian, Samantha Barshay, & Jessica Haselton, 
your incredible leadership of our 70th Gala Disco Celebration. 
So appreciative for all you do for the temple, from John 
Magoulas
Miriam Mirvish, on your confirmation, love Alla & Papa
Marla & Ed Wolkowitz's 50th Anniversary from Linda 
Thieben 

UKRAINIAN REFUGEE SPONSORSHIP
Josette & Raoul Benassaya, Leslie Einstein, Beverly Eshed, 
Judy & Arnie Fishman, Paulette Jacobsmeier, Helene Jaffa, 
Lillian Jenkins, The Kissel Family, Roberta Klein, Andrew 
Larsen & Heather Angola, Cheryl & Ellis Levinson, Daniella & 
Reuben Liber, Christine Logan & Daniel Goodman, Synthia & 
Gary Praglin, Kerri Poe, Michael Price, Dror Ram & Adi Rom, 
Donna Ritter, Samuel Robin, Beth & Barry Rosenbloom, Julie 
& Dennis Saffro, Ina Jo Scheid, Andrea & Sheldon Shapiro

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Hillside Memorial Park & Mortuary, Helene Jaffa, 
Stephen Ross
Wishing Ilbert Phillips a full and speedy recovery, from the 
Akiba Amoeba Havurah
In memory of: 
Carol Diamond, from Norma Moreno and Robert Turner
David Jaffa, from Norma Moreno and Robert Turner
Bette Sallus, from Rosalyn Zakheim & Gayle Dukelow
Duane Schuster, a generous man who gave his time to serve 
others. With love & hugs, Bonnie & Dave Dukes
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of: 
Martin Brodo, my brother-in-law, from Sue Polep
Carol Diamond, from Janice & Neil Schwartz

FROM THE HEART FUND
In honor of: 
Sarah Bishoff, on becoming confirmed. Mazal Tov! From, 
John Magoulas
Ella Senelick, on becoming confirmed. Mazal Tov! From,   
John Magoulas

RESIDENT CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Sunny & Ray Martin, for the t-shirts, programming, & staff 
enrichment, in memory of Matthew Martin's grandparents
In memory of: 
David Jaffa, from Rose Ross
ECC FUND
In memory of: 
Florence Ziedman, my mother, from Sheila Gordon
CHOIR FUND
Mary Lou Basaraba

YAHRZEIT FUND
Lena Baum, my grandmother, from Jodi & Steven Zimelman
Sara Bloch, our daughter, from Paulette & Joel Gessin
Rose “Buzie” Cholden, my grandmother, from Donald Urfrig
Sol Comp, my grandfather, Bradley & Christine Comp
Philip Edelman & Albert Shappell, our fathers, from Emily  
& Philip Edelman
Sharon Findley, my cousin, from Sandra Casillas
Samuel Flumenbaum, my father, from Bill & Tricia 
Flumenbaum
Judy Freedman, my mother, and Lillian Knell, my 
grandmother, from Lisa Jamner
Vera Freeman, my grandmother, from Belinda Braunstein
Barney Gordon, my father, from Sonni Helmer
Ellen Gordon, my grandmother, from Bruce & Lori Rudich
Abraham Grossman, my father-in-law, from Jerry Mendel
Helga Horn, my mother, from Jeffrey Horn & Nathana Lurvey
Annette Kahan, my mother, from Alan Kahan
Glenn Karel, my father, from Linda & Joel Forman
Lil & Sam Kaushansky, my parents, from Farla Binder
Jean Krenicki & Thelma Kahn, our mothers, from Joanne     
& Larry Kahn
Harry Lachman, my father, Ronald Lachman, my brother, 
Chaim Lachman, my grandfather, from Mary Lachman
Norman Lander, my father, and Sylvia Laurie Shulman,    
my mother, from Diney & Ira Shulman
Mollie Levine, my mother, from Shirley & Morris Price
May R. Levit, my mother, from Amy Levit
Lou Miller, my husband, from Shirley Raskind
Jack Oelberger, my husband, from Irene Oelberger
Paula Pfeffer, my mother, from Diana & Carlos Martin
Adolpho Rosemberg & Eva Cozer Rosemberg, Germano 
Rosemberg, and Sara & Nathan Feler, from Leila & Paul 
Rosemberg
Zena Rudich, my mother, from Bruce Rudich & Family
Howard Seedman, my husband, from Carole Seedman
Daniel Sheinman, my brother-in-law, and Rhoda Sheinman, 
my sister-in-law, from Elaine & Bruce Holiday
Edythe Slutsky, my mother, from Sue Polep
Samuel Starr, my father, from Mark Starr
Harrison Weitz, my father and Hayden Weitz, my nephew, 
from Carol Fortel
Celia Wexler, my mother, from Jack Wexler
Martin Wickman, my husband, from Davida Wicksman
LEE WOLKOWITZ FUND
In memory of: 
Ruth Knopf, my mother, from Bob Knopf
Lee Wolkowitz, my godson, from Bob Knopf
Lee Eric Wolkowitz, our son, from Marla & Ed Wolkowitz
KAVOD EMERGENCY FUND
In memory of: 
Rhoda Brandes, my mother, from Leslie & Ron Ostrin
YOUTH GROUP FUND
In honor of: 
Ella Senelick, on her Confirmation. Mazel Tov on this 
accomplishment! With much love, Cliff & Nancy Berens
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A group dealing with bereavement and/or 
changes in relationships, career, social, family 
and health issues.  Share your feelings with 
others in a supportive and confidential 
atmosphere.  
Non-Members are welcome. Meets the 2nd and 
4th Wednesday of the month from 7-8:30 pm 
via Zoom.  Please call Temple Akiba upon 
interest.

TEMPLE AKIBA OF CULVER CITY 
5249 S. Sepulveda Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90230
310 398-5783
www.templeakiba.net

 
Caring Community 

Do you or a loved one need: 

A ride to services or an appointment, a 
meal or an errand, a visit or phone call? 

OR Can you provide these services? 

Please tell us: Meg Clements: 
megclem@ca.rr.com  

or Terry Coty: trcoty@hotmail.com  

THANKS FOR CARING!  
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Cathy Penso  John Magoulas Rabbi Zachary  Cantor Lonee  Jeffrey Rips 

       President        Development Trustee      Shapiro               Frailich        Executive Director 
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Welcome Back to Enrichment….  Involvement….  And Engagement 

It’s Membership Renewal Time! 
                         

 Be a part of a supportive and vibrant temple community 

 Receive tickets for High Holy Day services 

 Personally engage with our Clergy, who are available for your life cycle events 

 Be eligible to enroll your children in our Religious School 

 Enjoy Adult Education classes 

 Receive our bi-monthly newsletter  

 Be eligible to join a Havurah (social friendship group) 

 Receive reminders of your family Yahrzeits/inclusion on the Shabbat Yahrzeit list 

 Have the privilege of voting at Congregational Meetings 

 Have the opportunity to serve on a committee or become a member of the Board of  Trustees 

 Know that you are supporting your Jewish community 

We are delighted that you are part of the Temple Akiba community.                              
By completing and returning your Membership Covenant now, you will continue         

to enjoy all these benefits and more. 

Questions?   

Contact Jeffrey Rips at director@templeakiba.net 

Our Light Shines Brighter   -  Together  
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TEMPLE AKIBA OF CULVER CITY 
TZEDAKAH SOCIETY 

2023-2024 
Please consider deepening your commitment to Temple Akiba by pledging at one of our Tzedakah 
levels. Your generous donation over your regular membership commitment empowers us to bring 
an even brighter “Light” to our Temple Community and enables our children to learn, our adults to 

dream, and our souls to realize goodness. 

President’s Circle
Chai $18,000 
 Tzadik $10,800 

Trailblazers 
 Herschel*     $7,200 
 Priesand*     $5,400 

Acknowledgement in the Bulletin, honored with 
a plaque in our President’s Circle Tzedakah 

Society Board, two additional complimentary 
tickets for our High Holy Day Services in addition 

to their own High Holiday tickets.

Scholars 
 Hillel $3,600 
 Maimonides $2,500 

Acknowledgement in the Bulletin, honored with a 
plaque in our President’s Circle Tzedakah Society Board.

Prophets 
 Moses $1,800  Micah $360 
 Miriam $720  Deborah $180 

Acknowledgement in the Bulletin.

Name 

Phone Number 

Email Address 

 Please check this box if you wish for your donation to remain anonymous.

*Rabbi Abraham Heschel – marched for social justice in the 1960’s
*Rabbi Sally Priesand – first female rabbi ordained by an institution
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$50,000 and above 
Jerry Mendel 

 

$10,000 - $49,999 
Stefanie & Daniel Cutler,           Catherine & Bruce Penso,          Sara & Peter Rutenberg,   

      Suzanne Urfrig,        Leanna & Ron Watts,         Marla & Edward Wolkowitz 
 

$5,000 - $9,999 
Susan & Paul Balter, Judith & Michael Bauer, Lacey & Marc Bauer, Ira Diamond, Linda & Robert 

Fleischman, Patricia & William Flumenbaum, Diana & David Hauptman, Joy & Paul Jacobs,  
Helene Jaffa, Alan Kahan, Myrna Kayton, Renee Meshul & Thomas Klitzner, Maria & Ira Pemstein 

 

$3,600 - $4,999 
Samantha & Devin Barshay, Yana & Adam Moser, Susan & Barry Moser, Lauren & Jeffrey Rips,  

Ariel & Eric Rudin, Dana Sayles, Tyson Sayles, Rabbi Shapiro & Ron Galperin, Ira & Laurie Waldman,  
Thelma & Eric Waxman, Elizabeth & Morris Zlotowitz 

 

$1,800 - $3,599 
Trine & Jeffrey Apfelberg, Randee & Scott Bishoff, Cayla & David Chipp, Verna Erez, Jennifer Fogel &  

Paul Mathews, Jean & Arnold Geffner, Ellie & Igor Kleyman, Michele Paley & Leonard Blonder, Bette Sallus,  
Kaci & Scott Silverman, Joyce & Michael Simmons, Jerome Wiener & Shari Starr, Leanna & Ron Watts 

 

$1,000 - $1,799 
Susan Abraham & Joe Pollock, Sharon Balter, Diane Bulgatz, Susan & Scott Corwin, Sara Fields, Arleen & Lewis 

Forsheit, Amanda & Jared Goldwasser, Pamela Weiss Hakakian & Alon Hakakian, Mathew Harawitz & Lia Buman, 
Jessica & Ryan Haselton, Gary Hoggatt & Emily Parkhurst, Elaine & Bruce Holiday, Lillian Jenkins, Joanne &  

Lawrence Kahn, Mia & Daniel Kennedy, Andrew Lachman & Ingrid Moran, Sharlene & Anthony London,  
John Magoulas, Jeanne & Ron Marmalefsky, Rachel & Daniel Mirvish, Susan Polep, Lisa & Eric Potruch,  

Christie & Joel Savitt, Carole Seedman, Wendy & Devin Senelick, Susan Shapiro, Gidon Shikler & Andrea Ashwood,  
Jenna & Adam Sonenshein, Nancy & Herb Trachtenberg, Sheila & Stanley Weinberg, Jodi & Steven Zimelman 

 

$500 - $999 
Louba & Matt Aaronson, Tamar & Fren Asken, Meredith & Jonathan Basiri, Mollie Bauer, Josette & Raoul              
Benassaya, Kristine & Adam Capell, Ira Clark & Patricia Newler, Margaret Clements, Heidi & Hilton Creve,                   

Jessica Dubron & Eitan Kadosh, Anna & Roee Einhorn, Rachelle & David Fleischman, Linda & Joel Forman,                
Susan Frazin, Steven Gelb, Antoinette Glick, Jesse Golden & Connie Chiu, Amy & Joshua Goldenberg,                           

Veronica & Michael Gursky, Paula & Matthew Josephson, Alice Kahn, Joan & Arthur Kassan, Deborah Koniak-Griffin 
& Art Griffin, Mary Lachman, Harper & Aaron Leshtz, Sarah Malkin & Benjamin Huber, Karen Marcus & Daphne         

Boutilier, Diana & Carlos Martin, Wendy & Saul Miller, Michal & Victor Nahmias, Danelle Fisher & Marshall Naiman,                    
Janet Nathanson, Craig & Monique Newman, June Penso, Joyce Perlick, Samuel Plotkin & Allison Parker,                

Michael Poizner & Joanne Wolf, Leah Potok & David Silberstein, Elena & Matthew Pristave, Svetlana & Benjamin 
Rapoport, Debbie Richards, Leila & Paul Rosemberg, Allison & Seth Rosenzweig, Rose Ross, Lori & Ira Rudich,       

Jennifer & Alex Safyan, Caroline & Adam Schwartz, Marissa & Gideon Segal, Naomi Seligman & Andrew Gumbel, 
Wendy Shabsis, Terry Shenkman, Kevin Sher, Diney & Ira & Shulman, Donna Spielberg, Jane Stark,                            

Andrea & Jay Swerdlow, Adam Tessitore & Annie DiMascio, Lauren & Jonathan Varsano,                                              
Rachel & Alexander Verne, Amy & Judah Wiedre, Rosalyn Zakheim & Gayle Dukelow 

The following donors have supported Temple Akiba through contributions to annual 
campaign, high holiday appeal, President's Circle, Tzedakah society, sponsorships,  

tributes, events, and capital campaign. We are very grateful to all the members of our 
Temple Akiba community who are committed to supporting our beloved synagogue! 
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$180 - $499 
Stella & Matthew August, Herman Barnathan, Robin & Jon Berry, Jodie Semp Blaskey & Marc Blaskey, Roz Brody, 

Sarah & Seth Broomer, Stella & Matthew Cohen, Robin & Kevin Comstock, Terry Coty, Kate & Nick Cregor,  
Alissa & Greg Dixon, Caitlin & Aaron Dubois, Adriane Fleming & Steve Kaufman, Roberta Flusser, Jennifer Fogel &  

Paul Mathews, Wendy & Aaron Gafni, Corinne & Benjamin Gafni, Lisa Galansky, Rhoda Glauberg, Sarah & Jeff 
Goldman, Rosalie & Michael Gotz, Monica & Aaron Guggenheim, Steven Hassan, Barry Haworth, Sonya Helmer, 

Michele Hindler, Karon Pettus-Horowitz & Daniel Horowitz, Ellick Huang, June & Michael Hudson, Sr., Yvette & Paul 
Joffe, Elle & Eliav Kadosh,  Samantha Eisner & Niels Kasmann, Le Li & Nathaniel Kingsbury, Cindy & Kevin Knopf, 

Robert Knopf,  Laura & William Kunin, Robyn & Aaron Kupferman, Rosalind La Briola, Miriam & Steven Levy, 
Daniella & Reuben Liber, Mildred & Donald Mann, Ellen McCormack & Max Ornstein, Nancy Balter & Blake Mellor, 
Marcy & Ari Miller, Mara & David Mintz, Raechel Moskowitz, Beverly Trunk-Moster & Richard Moster, Gary Ostrick 
& Karen Bernstein, Linda Park, Laura Podolsky, Shirley & Morris Price, Eleanor Sherman-Quinn & Stephen Quinn, 

Diane Raben, Amy & Robert Raichlen, Alexis Reich & Kyle Gilbrech, Jeffrey Reynolds & Diane Buck, Toba & Stephen 
Schaller, Marni & Matthew Schapiro, Janice & Neil Schwartz, Reena & Seth Scoblionko, Danielle & Jennifer 

Sheppard, Andrea &  Matthew Sherman, Elliot Silverstein, Eileen Snidman, Robert Sondik & Joanna Schaenman, 
Shira & Todd Stanley,  Jennifer & Seth Stevelman, Heather Stillman, Rinat & Oleg Subbotovsky, Robert Swerdlow & 
Jennifer Brockett,  Alex Tevlin & Adrianna Hosford, Rebecca Rona Tuttle & Rick Tuttle, Mariana & David Weinzimer, 

Jack Wexler,  Tracey Wise Finkelstein & Marc Finkelstein, Randall Wright & Tamara Jacobs, Melissa York-Fiander 

$100 - $179

Eva Baboun Alsultany & Fabian Alsultany, Christine Bellettini & Timu Gallien, Alana & Daniel Bemel, Rachel Pearl & 
Steve Berson, Amanda & Alex Chapman, Sarah & Evan Clark, Lindsey & Michael Contento, Marissa & John Dowd, 

Diana Escudero, Radhika & Benjamin Fliegel, Lesley Gold, Melinda & Ed Gross, David Halle & Michelle Lai, Gabrielle 
Heyman, Shirley Hirschberg, Naomi & Noah Hochman, Talia & Michael Joseph, Daniel Katz & Rebecca Unterman, 

Sharon Krakoff, Nicole & Steve Lange, Louise Lerner McLeod, Cheryl & Ellis Levinson, Jaclyn & Josh Margolis,  
Eric Metz & Melissa Sanders, Elaine & Michael Metzinger, Valerie & Andrew Meyer, Irene Oelberger,  

Jessie Salka & Jeffrey Perlman, Lauren & Brad Saunders, Roslyn & Michael Savitt, Niccole & Adam Schreck,  
Shira Sergant & Dov Waisman, Sarah & Matthew Shapiro, Dina & Steve Sokoloff,  

Deborah Stein & Andrew Horwitz, Jessica & Michael Tillman, Suzanne & David Zoltan 

$18 - $99 

Kayako & Adam Abrams, Leah & Andrew Adams, Stella Setka & Ethan Alexander, Robyn & Jason Altman, Lindsay   
& Michael Angrisani, Ellen August, Rachel Bacola, Dmitriy Bezinover & Chelsea Halprin, Shirit & Steven Bradley,   

Aya Burak Elkies & Yehonatan Elkies, Rebeccah & Arik Burgin, Rachel & Ozzie Cruse, Beverly Eshed-Magaril, 
Michele Lecastre Feigenblatt & David Feigenblatt, Elizabeth Bluestein & David Feldstein, Manami & Abraham 

Fischer, Cantor Frailich & Michael Gantman, Susan Glassman, Francine & Jonathan Graff, Sara & Ethan Greenspan, 
Erin Hart, Joshua Hess, Lars Horno Escuchas, Pamela Josephson, Kelly & Matthew Levy, Galit Lipa & Jim Sirianni, 
Jannie Magoulas, Rabbi Allen & Judith Maller, Ilana & Ryan Malleus, Denise Marco, Toby & Gur Milavski, Randy 

Murphy, Rebecca Nadel & Michael Cobden, Benjamin Natkin, Shoham Nicolet & Tali Dolev, Leslie & Ronald Ostrin, 
Tiffany & Ben     Patterson, Andrea Phillips, Karen & Robert Plush, Jennifer Portnoy & Nate Daniel, Gena & Jay 

Pruetz, Jana Rausch-Coffey & Eric Coffey, Michael Rochmes & Anna Kosoff, Brian Roper & Shawn Rubin,        
Stephanie & Andre Rosemberg, Marla & Robert Rothfarb, Jenny & Douglas Salkin, Elaine Saperstein, Andrea 

Schainen, Danya & Andrew Shults,   Jamie & Shai Shwartz, Michelle Siteman Shwartz & Josef Shwartz, Kamyar 
Soleymani & Jessica Stroik, Kristen & Dustin Sorotsky, Jill & Brian Sowell, Don Sriro, Christina & Eric Stern,       
Rebecca & Brian Swanner, Terry & Neal Teplin, Stacy & Tony Thapthimthong, Jordan Tilzer & Jessica Clark,       

Diana Tsudik & Lior Ben-Aharon, Virginia & Lester Wagner, Alicia & Robert  Walker, Frederick Weinberg & Laura 
Forsythe, Dana & Gerald Weiner, Courtney & Christopher Weingarten, Daniel Weisinger & Lindsey Rosenberg,    

Ann & Jeffrey Wexler, Lauren & Ryan White 

*If your name has been listed incorrectly, or was accidentally omitted please email admin@templeakiba.net so that we
can update our records. We sincerely apologize for any errors. Donations listed as of May 30,2023 
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Akiba Resident 
Camp 2023! 

July 23 – August 6 
New campsite 
New memories  
New friendships 

SAME AKIBA YOU KNOW & LOVE! 
Early Bird Registration through April 1st! 
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8 WEEKS of FUN! 
JUNE 19 - AUGUST 11

Email:  
akibadaycamp@templeakiba.net 

for more information visit 
www.templeakiba.net/day-camp 

3
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Temple Akiba thanks members who have made generous donations over their full            
membership commitment to bring an even brighter “Light” to our Temple Community. 

PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  CCiirrccllee    
Chai 

 

Tzadik 
Joy & Paul Jacobs           Jerry & Letty (z’l) Mendel       Leanna & Ron Watts 

Heschel 
Linda & Robert Fleishman      

      

Priesand 
Cathy & Bruce Penso  

 

Hillel 
Helene & David (z’l) Jaffa                 Susan & Barry Moser         

    
Maimonides 

Cayla & David Chipp              Alan Kahan           Yana & Adam Moser       Lauren & Jeffrey Rips 
Laurie & Ira Waldman       Elizabeth & Morris Zlotowitz 

 
Moses 

 
 

Miriam 
 
 
 

 Micah  
John Magoulas 

 
 

Deborah  
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Advertisement

Temple Akiba Welcomes the Bogancha Family  

On June 1, the Bogancha family arrived at LAX!! It was an exciting   
and emotional moment for everyone involved. Andrei, his wife Marina 
and daughter Milana were greeted by Temple Akiba and Adat Shalom 
members, and by their 18 year old son Alex, a student here at Santa 
Monica City College. With donations received, we are leasing a two 
bedroom apartment in Culver City that is close to shopping, school  
and the bus lines. Their 15 year old daughter, Milana, will be able to 
walk to Culver HS. We have also had bikes donated for the family.  
The Boganchas are very grateful and express their thanks to us and     
to our communities for all of our efforts.  

Andrei is an attorney but understands that he will need different work 
in the US. He has enrolled in an ESL class in the summer. Marina currently works for a music school. We are looking for job 
opportunities for both Andrei and Marina and would appreciate any ideas, tips, or help. Please let Michele Paley know of 
any opportunities at michelepaley.mp@gmail.com. For other questions, please contact Sara Fields at sarafields044@gmail.com 

Led by a committee from both synagogues, congregants have donated almost everything needed to furnish their apartment 
as well as donations of gift cards. We particularly would like Amazon & Trader Joe’s gift cards at this time as well as an 
electric mixer, a queen blanket, 4 sets of bath towels (hand/washcloth), bucket, 2 waste baskets, & a kitchen trash can .   
For questions regarding donations, please contact Leila Rosemberg at  leilarosemberg@gmail.com.  

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

• Financial contributions may be made to the Temple; indicate that it is for Ukrainian refugee 
support.   

• Sign up to donate new or gently used household items, to donate items please visit:                                       
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094ca5a729a1fb6-ukraine#/ 

For more information, contact Sara Fields at engagementtrustee@templeakiba.net 

 

 

CALLING ALL RV’ERS/CAMPERS 
 

The Lovin’ Levelers is an active Jewish RV Camping Club which originated out of the North Valley Jewish 
Community Center in the early 1970’s.  Many people question the idea yet alone the reality of JEWISH 
CAMPING versus exquisite hotels. While both are good, remember that in our early Jewish history we 

camped for 40 years in the desert after leaving Egypt!  
 

Our membership is quite wide ranging from Santa Barbara to Oceanside, including Los Angeles, the San Fernando and Santa 
Clarita Valleys, Thousand Oaks to Ventura and Seal Beach to Brea.  Our group is looking to expand with new members aged 
50+.  We are a “Traveling Havurah” in RV’s of various sorts, enjoying the company of other Jewish people. 
 

We plan group outings on one long weekend a month within 2-3 hours of Los Angeles.  Our weekend outings include visiting 
places of interest in each area, gathering around a campfire, playing games, doing crafts and just having fun being together.  
Furthermore, we include brief but meaningful services and celebrations for Shabbat and Havdalah. 
 

For more information contact 
Linda Fleischman, Temple Member, 310-487-8910  or  Allan Teplinsky, Club President, Home (818) 368-3471; Cell (818) 264-6199 
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BRUCE FORMAN
Akiba Veteran’s

Auditorium
Volunteer High Holiday

Moving, Setup
& Usher Corps

Committed to Serving 
Akiba Members since 1981

Are you selling your home?

Experience counts!

Special Beneet to Akiba Referred Clients

Call for details
(310) 920-8465 Direct Line

bjforman1@yahoo.com

 
 

Want to invest in property in  

Los Angeles while helping to  

build new housing? 

Contact Temple Akiba member  

Josh Kamali at (323) 487-1348  

or josh@reddoorinvest.com 

www.reddoorinvest.com 

* 

Because education is a Jewish value... 

Temple Akiba has partnered with One Day 
University, where you’ll find engaging talks that 
will inform and inspire–all delivered by the 
greatest professors from the world’s top 
colleges and universities, including Yale, 
Stanford, Harvard, UCLA, Duke, Brandeis, 
Columbia and many more.  
  
There’s no homework or tests – just the joy of 
learning!   

 

        FREE 1-year membership  
 

          to One Day University exclusively for  
      Temple Akiba members 

Judaic Programming Includes: 
 
 
 

 
The Dead Sea Scrolls: Discovering and Deciphering 

Professor Gary Rendsburg, Rutgers University 
 

Albert Einstein: The Man Behind the Math 
Professor Matthew Stanley, New York University 

 

Jewish Politics in America 
Professor Stephen Whitfield, Brandeis University 

 

The Jewish Experience in American Film 
Professor Marc Lapadula, Yale University 



5249 Sepulveda Blvd. 
Culver City, CA 90230
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