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Clergy
Rabbi:  ZACHARY R. SHAPIRO
rabbi@templeakiba.net  
Cantor:  LONEE FRAILICH
cantorlonee@templeakiba.net 
Rabbi Emeritus:  ALLEN S. MALLER

Temple Akiba Board of Trustees:
CATHY PENSO, President
president@templeakiba.net
MARC BAUER, Executive Vice President
evp@templeakiba.net
MORRIS ZLOTOWITZ, Finance Trustee
financetrustee@templeakiba.net
HELENE JAFFA, Religious Practices Trustee
rptrustee@templeakiba.net
JENNA SONENSHEIN, Membership Trustee
membershiptrustee@templeakiba.net
JOHN MAGOULAS, Development Trustee
developmenttrustee@templeakiba.net
TRACEY WISE FINKELSTEIN, Religious School Trustee
relschooltrustee@templeakiba.net
CAROLINE SCHWARTZ , EEC Trustee
ecctrustee@templeakiba.net
BENJAMIN RAPOPORT, Facilities Trustee
facilitiestrustee@templeakiba.net
ANDREW LACHMAN, Leadership Development Trustee
leadershiptrustee@templeakiba.net
SARA FIELDS, Engagement Trustee
engagementtrustee@templeakiba.net
STELLA AUGUST, Camp and Youth Trustee
youthtrustee@templeakiba.net
VERNA EREZ, Recording Secretary
rsecretary@templeakiba.net
LISA TSIMANIS, Financial Secretary
financialsec@templeakiba.net
LINDA PARK, Sisterhood
sisterhood@templeakiba.net
HERMAN BARNATHAN, Men’s Group
mensgroup@templeakiba.net
IRA DIAMOND, Immediate Past President
pastpresident@templeakiba.net

Temple Staff: 
JEFFREY RIPS, Executive Director
director@templeakiba.net
RANDEE BISHOFF,  Director of Education
religiousschool@templeakiba.net
KATHRYN VISCHJAGER, Program Director
programdirector@templeakiba.net
DIANE GERMANSKY,  Assistant Director of Education
nurseryschool@templeakiba.net 
LEAH PENSO,  Resident Camp & Youth Programs Director
youthgroup@templeakiba.net 
ROBYN ALTMAN,  Day Camp Director
akibadaycamp@templeakiba.net  
REBECCA HOLZBERG,  Executive Assistant
admin@templeakiba.net 
DINA HEMPLING,  Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@templeakiba.net
LINDSAY FABES, B'Nai Mitzvah Coordinator
bnaimitzvah@templeakiba.net
MARY LOU BASARABA,  Choir Director

NOV/DEC Friday Shabbat Services

6:30pm

             6:30pm

             6:30pm  

             6:30pm

             6:30pm

6:30pm	

6:30pm		

             6:30pm

             6:30pm

Friday, November 4        
Shabbat Shira Service 

Friday, November 11     
Healing Service with Choir

Friday, November 18 
Kabbalat Shabbat

Friday, November 25    
Shabbat Service

Friday, December 2     
Shabbat Shira Service

Friday, December 9  
Shabbat Service with Choir

Friday, December 16  
Millennial Shabb-Rock Service

Friday, December 23  
Chanukah Family Service with guest 
artist Justin Stein

Friday, December 30 
Shabbat Service 

On three things the world is sustained: 

on Torah, 

on service, 

and on deeds of loving kindness.

Pirkei  Avot 1:2
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Cantor's Corner

Dear all,

As Chanukkah approaches, we recall the stories 
of the great miracles our ancestors encountered 
in ancient times.  Every once in a while, people 
ask, “Why can’t we witness such miracles today?”  
“Does God enter our lives at all?”

This resonates.  Yes, I, too, often look to the 
Heavens and ask for God to pay attention and even 
intervene in our complex world.

But I’m learning (with time), that in those occasions 
when I call out for a Divine response - the miracle 
is not that God might connect with me.  Rather, the 
miracle is that the encounter motivates me to act 
differently moving forward.

Let me put this in concrete terms:

If I see a beautiful sunset as a manifestation of 
God’s love - will that encounter move me to treat 
others with kindness?

If I get stuck in a rainstorm, will I have a greater 
appreciation for our precious natural resources?

If a loved one is suffering, will I partner with God to 
become a healer?

If God answered a prayer in a way that opens a 
personal door, will I take the opportunity to open 
doors for others?

You see - miracles aren’t what we witness.  Miracles 
happen when we change our habits, alter our 
direction, and make life better for others.

And so, as we enter this season of miracles, let’s 
become the beacon of light our world needs!

With love and shalom,
Rabbi Zachary Shapiro

Shalom, Rav
I am still on a high from our 
incredible High Holy Day season! 
What a joy to be able to celebrate in 
person for the first time in 3 years. I missed seeing 
all of you and hearing you join in song and prayer 
with us. I missed hearing the beautiful voices of 
our choir live in person. I missed being able to 
blend my voice with the choir. And I really missed 
leading the service from the bimah with Rabbi 
Shapiro. 

This year was special for so many reasons. We 
began our High Holy Day season with services in 
our building for the first time. It was important for 
us to gather together as a community in our own 
Sanctuary. Our Rosh Hashana Family evening and 
afternoon services were held at Temple Akiba. It 
felt so good to be home, to share in this meaningful 
time of year together in our own sacred space. The 
sweet voices of our children’s choir put a smile on 
everyone’s faces. It was so exciting to once again 
see our littlest children and their parents helping to 
hold up the Torah as it was open and scrolled out 
through the Sanctuary. 

Being able to greet the congregation as the exited 
the building was so wonderful. And being able to 
embrace everyone with a hug of comfort during our 
Yizkor Rock Ceremony was such a blessing.  All of 
these moments were treasured, all of these moments 
brought a true sense of holiness to our Yamim 
Noraim. 

I look forward to this upcoming year with hope 
for the continued programs and opportunities that 
will bring our community together. We were able 
to find beauty and meaning even in the midst of the 
most difficult times during the Pandemic. However, 
being together, praying together, singing together 
and smiling together is magical. 

Wishing you a year filled with love, community, big 
smiles, happiness and light. 

Happy Chanukah and Happy New Year!!

Cantor Lonee Frailich
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                              President's MessagePresident's Message        ECC & RELIGIOUS SCHOOLECC & RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Teaching Gratitude

Last year I began my own professional journey into the 
world of positive education through generous funding from 
the Builders of Jewish Education and the Jewish Community 
Foundation working with the Center for Positive Education. 
This year we are beginning to weave the themes of 
positive education into our schools and curriculums. As 
Thanksgiving approaches we have begun talking about 
gratitude.  

“It’s not happy people who are thankful. It’s thankful 
people who are happy.” Martin Seligman, psychologist, and 
educator.

The benefits of gratitude have been shown to include:

•	 Gratitude increases happiness. Thankfulness leads 
to heightened well-being and especially positive moods. 

•	 Gratitude creates lasting happiness. An attitude of 
gratitude helps you not only increase positive emotion but 
can also sustain it.

•	 Gratitude protects you from both stress and 
negativity. Gratitude is associated with decreased anxiety 
and depression and increased social support.

•	 Gratitude leads to stronger relationships. Gratitude 
strengthens your relationships and helps you create and 
maintain good relationships and feel more connected.

Instilling gratitude in your children at a young age could 
help them grow up to be happier people.

How do we teach children gratitude? Teaching our children 
about being grateful is not easy. It’s a difficult concept for 
younger children to understand. 

Model gratitude. Say thank you when you mean it and 
make sure your child knows when you are grateful for 
something they do too. Children always look to adults to 
model their own behavior so make sure you practice what 
you preach.

Perform Acts of Kindness. There are many things your 
child can do to show appreciation for other people and 
things. This might involve returning a favor, like loaning 
a toy to a friend who is kind or making a gift for someone. 
Make it clear that there are many ways to show people that 
you’re grateful for all they do. 

Create a ritual. A simple way to include gratitude in your 
family’s daily life is to talk about it at the dinner table. At 
dinner each night, have everyone list one thing they loved 
about their day. This helps children to see that there is 
always something we can be grateful for.

Encouraging your child to express their gratitude can help 
build their resilience and create skills for 
life. When done together as a family it can 
also strengthen relationships and build some 
mindfulness into your day.

Randee Bishoff, Dir. of Education                                    

As we move from the Season of Renewal toward 
Thanksgiving and Chanukah let us hold onto the 
incredible words and music of Rabbi Zachary 
Shapiro, Cantor Lonee Frailich, our Rabbinical Intern 
Hannah Bloomberg and our Choirs. May they move 
us to action and gratitude, particularly for miracles. 

Miracles like us being able to be in person for the 
High Holy Days. One of the most powerful moments 
was gathering in a circle after services on Rosh 
Hashanah singing Hashkivenu. I felt sheltered by all 
of you. To be with our community, after 3 years, and 
to feel that bond, was very uplifting. I hope it inspired 
you as it did me to strive to improve ourselves, our 
Temple and our world. 

There are so many opportunities. 

First, for me, to be more patient, to not take out my 
stress on others and to be aware of how my actions or 
words may affect others.

Second, for the Temple, to bring in new members, 
welcome and engage them and encourage all of our 
members to get connected and build community. 
During the High Holy Days, you heard from several 
of our Trustees, inviting you to join a committee, 
come to an event or volunteer for one task. It takes 
just one step to make a difference and you will feel 
different, too. 69 Temple members volunteered to 
make our High Holy Days the incredible experience 
it was! Join our plans to commemorate our 70th year! 
We will be reaching out to you, too!

Third, for the world, there are so many opportunities. 
Our Tikkun Olam Committee holds collections on a 
regular basis for those in need. Join our Mitzvah Day 
Committee. Consider becoming a part of our efforts to 
sponsor a Ukrainian family. Our own Lana Rapoport, 
who is from Ukraine, spoke about her very personal 
experience. She and her husband, Benjamin, have 
enabled her sister to resettle here. 

I am moved to gratitude for the honor of serving 
this congregation, for the partnership with our 
Clergy, Board, staff and you, and for my loving and 
supportive family. They are my miracles.

Wishing you a Happy Thanksgiving and 
a Chanukah full of joyful miracles. 

Cathy Penso, President
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Executive Director's MessageExecutive Director's Message
Growing up I was fortunate that my parents provided me with a very diverse Jewish background.  I don’t know if they did Growing up I was fortunate that my parents provided me with a very diverse Jewish background.  I don’t know if they did 
this intentionally, but I feel blessed to have had so many diverse Jewish experience.  I attended an orthodox day school, we this intentionally, but I feel blessed to have had so many diverse Jewish experience.  I attended an orthodox day school, we 
were members of a conservative Shul, and I spent many summers going to a reform resident camp.  I participated in BBYO, were members of a conservative Shul, and I spent many summers going to a reform resident camp.  I participated in BBYO, 
USY, NFTY, and NCSY, and I spent many days runner the halls of our local JCC (much to the chagrin of the staff 12).  All of USY, NFTY, and NCSY, and I spent many days runner the halls of our local JCC (much to the chagrin of the staff 12).  All of 
these collective experiences created a spark that turned into a flame that paved the way for my life-long Jewish involvement, these collective experiences created a spark that turned into a flame that paved the way for my life-long Jewish involvement, 
and has led me to being part of the special team and community here at Temple Akiba.  and has led me to being part of the special team and community here at Temple Akiba.  

As we draw closer to the end of the year, two special holidays are approaching – Thanksgiving and Chanukah.  Both holidays As we draw closer to the end of the year, two special holidays are approaching – Thanksgiving and Chanukah.  Both holidays 
are different, yet they share a common theme of thankfulness, and for me, include miracles.  are different, yet they share a common theme of thankfulness, and for me, include miracles.  

Chanukah has the miracle of the oil lasting for 8 days when it should have only lasted for one day, and the miracle of a small Chanukah has the miracle of the oil lasting for 8 days when it should have only lasted for one day, and the miracle of a small 
band of Maccabees coming out victorious in a battle of a much larger and more well supplied army – ensuring our religious band of Maccabees coming out victorious in a battle of a much larger and more well supplied army – ensuring our religious 
freedom.  freedom.  

The holiday of Thanksgiving is a special time to appreciate all that I, and my family, have – friends, family, and our good fortune The holiday of Thanksgiving is a special time to appreciate all that I, and my family, have – friends, family, and our good fortune 
to live in a country where we are able to participate in Jewish life freely, openly, and proudly – which, I believe is also a to live in a country where we are able to participate in Jewish life freely, openly, and proudly – which, I believe is also a 
miracle.miracle.

From the spark my parents instilled in me as a child – perhaps lasting longer than they imagined (much like the oil) – to From the spark my parents instilled in me as a child – perhaps lasting longer than they imagined (much like the oil) – to 
taking a step back to be thankful on Thanksgiving.  These two holiday’s meanings, like the flame of a Havdalah candle, are taking a step back to be thankful on Thanksgiving.  These two holiday’s meanings, like the flame of a Havdalah candle, are 
miraculous intertwined.  They give the ending of the secular year special meaning for me, and brings so much light unto my miraculous intertwined.  They give the ending of the secular year special meaning for me, and brings so much light unto my 
family.family.

There are so many miracles that happen every day at Temple Akiba, and so much to be thankful for.  Much like the oil during There are so many miracles that happen every day at Temple Akiba, and so much to be thankful for.  Much like the oil during 
Chanukah, our collective spark lasts longer and has a greater impact than we can all imagine.  Personally, I will take time Chanukah, our collective spark lasts longer and has a greater impact than we can all imagine.  Personally, I will take time 
during these holidays to be thankful for the miracles of my parents providing me such a rich and robust background that led during these holidays to be thankful for the miracles of my parents providing me such a rich and robust background that led 
me here; for being part of such a wonderful, warm, embracing community; and for being able to call Temple Akiba my home!  me here; for being part of such a wonderful, warm, embracing community; and for being able to call Temple Akiba my home!  
I hope you too take the time to appreciate and give thanks to the miracles that are in your life, and for all I hope you too take the time to appreciate and give thanks to the miracles that are in your life, and for all 
you give and get from Temple Akiba and our community!  Thank you for being part of Temple Akiba - Our you give and get from Temple Akiba and our community!  Thank you for being part of Temple Akiba - Our 
Light absolutely Shines Brighter Together.    Light absolutely Shines Brighter Together.    

L'Shalom, L'Shalom,   Jeffrey Rips,  Executive DirectorJeffrey Rips,  Executive Director

Temple Akiba Goes Green - Achieves Sustainability Certification  
 
On June 1, Temple Akiba, along with 12 other newly certified members of the Culver City business community, was 
recognized at a ceremony held at the Temple as part of the City’s Sustainable Business Certification Program. To be 
certified, Akiba was guided through a comprehensive on-site sustainability assessment of our building and opera-
tions and, with a City sustainability consultant’s help, developed measures to increase energy and water efficien-
cies, establish green purchasing and create a better environment for our community. To quote the Culver City’s 
mayor, Dr. Daniel Lee, “The Sustainable Business Certification Program is helping Culver City reduce its carbon 
footprint and improve the wellbeing of workers, customers and the entire community” which, in our case, trans-
lates as clergy, staff, congregants, and children. Since the inception of this program, 58 certified businesses re-
duced their annual Greenhouse Gas Emissions by 246 metric tons, decreased their water use by 4.6 million gal-
lons, and saved 343,00 kWh of electricity.  
 
Thanks to the Temple Green Team, Rebecca Holzberg and importantly to Jeffrey Rips and his unflagging leadership, 
Akiba has achieved Sustainability Certification and received two grants, one for installation of a water bottle sta-
tion and one for installation of LED lighting in the annex. 
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Schedule of Events: 
 

Saturday 
6:00 – 6:45 PM – Congregation is invited for an Introduction of Linda 
Coppleson and her presentation on “The Restoration Journey of 
Temple Akiba’s Torah.” 
 
6:45 – 7:15 PM – Havdalah Service 
 

Sunday 
9:00 AM – 10:00 AM – Presentation for Religious School Parents  
 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM – Presentation for Religious School Students 
 
2:00 PM – 2:45 PM - Presentation by Linda Coppleson for All Temple Members regarding the 
repair of our Torah with before and after pictures. 
 
3:00 PM – 5:00 PM - Group inscribing opportunities for Temple members by reservation only. 
Individual letters left to be inked with the Soferet will be available for this writing opportunity. 
To sign up for a time, visit https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094CA5A729A1FB6-torah 
Because inscribing is a mitzvah, a suggested donation of $18 is requested. 
 
Monday 
9:00 AM – 10:00 AM – Presentation for ECC Parents 
 
10:00 AM – 11:30 AM – Presentation for ECC Students 
 
12:00 AM – 1:30 PM – Conversation between the Rabbi and the Soferet for participants from  
Lunch and Learn, Torah Study, Coffee with the Clergy, Men’s Group, Sisterhood and any 
interested congregants. The Torah will be sewn onto the Eitz Chayim and returned to the Ark. 
 
7:00 PM – 8:00 PM – Presentation to Akiba High School students and families. 

Celebrating the Return  
of Our Restored Torah 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  NNoovveemmbbeerr  55  ––  MMoonnddaayy,,  NNoovveemmbbeerr  77,,  22002222  
 Soferet Linda Coppleson, who has restored our most often used Torah, is one of the first female Jewish Torah 

scribes in the world. She will be in residence at Temple Akiba to provide insight into the creation and history 
of Torah making and restoration.  Each presentation will be geared towards the age of the audience. While 

sharing the in’s and out’s of this holy art form, she will answer questions like: How is a Torah made? Who 
makes it? What are the materials used and why? And the questions that you bring to this event. 
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We are anxious to sponsor a Ukrainian refugee family.  Following HIAS’s 
model of Sponsor Circles, we are looking for six to eight congregants who 

are willing to help the family for six months.  This includes helping adults 
find work, finding housing, registering children in school, and taking care 
of other needs.  We also need to raise about $20,000 to support the family 

financially for six months.  HIAS will provide mentoring and links to 

resources.  If you are able to help with any of these tasks, please email 
Engagement Trustee, Sara Fields at sarafields044@gmail.com.   

 

HIAS works around the world to protect refugees who have been forced to flee their 

homelands because of who they are, including ethnic, religious, and sexual minorities. 

For more than 130 years, HIAS has been helping refugees rebuild their lives in safety 

and dignity. HIAS' long-time partner on the ground in Ukraine, Right to Protection 

(R2P), continues to aid refugees and displaced persons. Right now, there are more than 

6.3 million Ukrainian refugees across Europe and more than 6.6 million internally 

displaced people in Ukraine. Millions more have been affected in the areas hardest hit 

by the war within Ukraine and are in need of humanitarian and protection assistance. 
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Tikkun Olam Committee  
November Donation New Socks and Shoes 

Drive for The Volunteer Collective  

’ Project: 65,000

Donations of new and lightly used shoes 
and new packaged socks. Every variety of 

men’s, women’s and kid’s footwear is 
needed — from athletic to dress shoes.  

 

There will be a collection box in the Temple foyer from 
Tuesday, November 1 - Monday, November 14. 

 
 

This project is sponsored by Temple Akiba’s Tikkun 
Olam Committee.  

 

Thank you for your generosity!  
 

 Questions: Sara Fields, Director of Engagement, 
engagementtrstee@templeakiba.net 
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  ““OOuurr  LLiigghhtt  SShhiinneess  BBrriigghhtteerr  TTooggeetthheerr””  
As we prepare to kindle the lights of the Menorah in 

celebration of Chanukah, Let us remember those who  
bring light to our lives the whole year through! 

Send a “Chanukah Greeting” to the Staff of Temple Akiba from your family. 

Let them know that you are thinking of them and all that they do! 

Donate $5/Staff member ($150 for all 41), and your family’s name will 
be included with a "  CChhaannuukkaahh  GGrreeeettiinnggss" gift. Gift includes: candles, a dreidel, gelt, 
& a special gift and Chanukah message. 

Temple Akiba Sisterhood wishes you and your family a very Happy Chanukah! 
For more information contact: Valerie Meyer: vjmeyerqt314@gmail.com or Rose Ross: rtahini2@gmail.com 

Please check the staff members to whom you would like to send a “Chanukah Greeting”: 

Rabbi Zachary Shapiro 
Cantor Lonee Frailich 
Jeffrey Rips 
Randee Bishoff 
Diane Germansky 
Leah Penso 
Robyn Altman 
Rebecca Holzberg 
Dina Hempling 
Kathryn Vischjager 
Mary Lou Basaraba 
Fernando Madrigal 
Tyrell Walter 
Leo Flores

Amber Aguilar-Cuevas 
Mabel Ghayoum 
Eliana Harris
Sarah Kebre
Rachel Kosberg 
Evelyn Mosely 
Mayanna Napchan 
Claudia Pezzuto 
Paulene Reed
Talia Richards
Esther Servin
Lily Smarts
Anesia Straughter 
Veronica Wehle 

____Michelle Azizian 
____Liz Baseman
____Sarah Bialin
____Hannah Bloomberg
____Lindsay Fabes 
____Hannah Jannol 
____Sahar Sanandaji
____Gabriella Sanandaji
____Ariel Sayegh 
____Hannah Taylor 
____Livya Yashar
____Melissa York
____Dalya Zucker

TToottaall  SSttaaffff  CChheecckkeedd::  xx  $$55//SSttaaffff  ((oorr  AAllll  $$115500))  ==  TToottaall  EEnncclloosseedd::  

Family Name:   

Phone:   Email: 

PPLLEEAASSEE  RREETTUURRNN  YYOOUURR  FFOORRMM  wwiitthh  aa  cchheecckk  ttoo  TTeemmppllee  AAkkiibbaa  SSiisstteerrhhoooodd  NNOO  LLAATTEERR  TTHHAANN    WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY,,  DDEECCEEMMEERR  77tthh 
TTEEMMPPLLEE  AAKKIIBBAA    SSIISSTTEERRHHOOOODD  ––55224499  SS..  SSEEPPUULLVVEEDDAA  BBLLVVDD..,,  CCUULLVVEERR  CCIITTYY,,  CCAA..  9900223300 
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Erin Kingsbury
daughter of 

Le Li & Nathaniel Kingsbury
Saturday, December 10

B'Nai Mitzvah - Mazal Tov!

Carmel Meraro 
daughter of

Sharon & Aviv Meraro 
Saturday, November 5

Benjamin Hoggatt
son of

Emily Parkhurst                   
& Gary Hoggatt  

Saturday, December 3

TEMPLE AKIBA ECC & PJ LIBRARY PRESENT 

Tiny Tot 
Shabbat 

Experience 

Join us in person for the 
2022-2023 Tiny Tot Shabbat

At 9:00am 
Oct 7, Nov 4, Dec 2, Jan 6, 

Feb 3, Mar 3, May 5
 It’s never too early to start celebrating 

Shabbat with your little one. 

For kids 0-2 years. 

Join us for PJ library storytime, music, 

Please bring a towel or yoga mat for you and 
your child to sit on.     

All adults must show proof of covid vaccine to enter. 

singing, and fun with Rabbi Shapiro and 
Cantor Lonee. 

Come meet other families with tiny tots. 

FREE and open to the whole community! 

TEMPLE AKIBA 
of CULVER CITY 

Our light shines brighter togethe 

TEMPLE AKIBA OF CULVER CITY 
5249 Sepulveda Blvd 
Culver City, CA 90230 
www.templeakiba.net PJ Library® of Los Angeles is a program of the Jewish Federation of 

Greater Los Angeles, with support from generous local donors, 
and the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.

For more information please contact  
Diane, Assistant Director of Education 

310.398.9781 ext. 227 or   
nurseryschool@templeakiba.net 
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Shop for all your holiday 
celebration and gift 

giving needs! 

Temple Akiba Sisterhood’s 
Annual Chanukah Boutique

Sunday, December 4, 2022
9 am to 1 pm—in the Temple Social Hall 

We have traditional, unique, and new items 
For every day and all holidays, as well as weddings, 

bar/bat mitzvot, and other occasions. 

Stock up on Gelt, Dreidels, and Candles  
See our complete selection of Menorahs, Ritual Items,

Jewelry, Toys and more* 

*We can also special order almost anything

10 % discount off any purchase of $100 or more 

 To attend, proof of vaccination or a negative 
PCR test within 72 hours will be required,
masks are optional but encouraged.

Temple Akiba
of Culver City

Our light shines brighter together
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Brighter and Stronger. . .Together!

Thank you to all those who have joined or renewed their membership in Temple Akiba Sisterhood 
– and to our Associate Members as well.  You can still become a member even 
if you have missed the directory deadline.  The Membership brochure is available on the 
Sisterhood page of the Temple website, or you can access via the barcode on our Brochure on 
your cell phone, or contact Sisterhood Co-VP of Membership Wendy Senelick at         
membership.tasisterhood@gmail.com.

Coffee With the Clergy continues in the Board Room and on Zoom the first and third Wednesdays 
of the month at 11:00 AM.  Look for the link provided in the weekly email from the Temple.

The long awaiting Return of Our Restored Torah will be celebration November 5th – November 
7th.  Please see the flyer in this bulletin outlining all the many opportunities to engage in this 
highly anticipated once in a lifetime occurrence.

Our Annual Chanukah Greetings is underway.  Want to show your appreciation to our staff?  
Sisterhood creates a Chanukah Goody bag for every staff member and you can be a part of 
spreading the joy by filling out the form in this Bulletin or the weekly Temple Newsletter and 
sending it to the Temple.  

Our Annual Chanukkah Boutique will be happening this year on Sunday, December 4th, from 
9:00 AM until 1:00 PM.  We will have gelt, dreidels and candles as well as Menorahs and games 
and other ritual and gift items for any all off rituals and celebrations.   Can’t make it to the 
Boutique – contact Linda Park at mommylinda50@hotmail.com to shop by appointment.   

We hope everyone has a bountiful Thanksgiving filled with love and a joyful Chanukah filled 
with light.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 7 Cheshvan 

1 
 
 
 

8 Cheshvan 

2 
 
11:00 AM Coffee with 
the Clergy 

 
 

9 Cheshvan 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10 Cheshvan 

4 
 
9:00 AM Tiny Tot 
Shabbat 
 
 

6:30 PM Shabbat  
Shira & 5th Grade 
Family Service 
 
 
 
 

11 Cheshvan 

5 

9:00 AM Torah Study 
 
 

10:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning 
Service with  
Bat Mitzvah of  
Carmel Meraro 
 
Torah Restoration 
Project 

12 Cheshvan 

6 

 
6th Grade Bnei  
Mitzvah Retreat  
 
 
 
 
Torah Restoration 
Project 
 

13 Cheshvan 

7 
 
12:00 PM Lunch & 
Learn 

 
Torah Restoration 
Project 

 
 

14 Cheshvan 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15 Cheshvan 

9 
 
 
7:00 PM Life  
Transitions Group  
via zoom    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 Cheshvan 

10 
 
 3:30 PM Challah 
Braid & Bake 

17 Cheshvan 

11 Temple Closed 
 
 

6:30  PM Healing 
Shabbat  Service  

 

18 Cheshvan 

12 
 
9:00 AM Torah Study 
 
 

19 Cheshvan 

13 
 

 
 

20 Cheshvan 

14 
 
12:00 PM Lunch & 
Learn 

 
 

7:00 PM Men’s Group 
Discussion on Dodger 
Stadium with Author 
Eric Nusbaum 

21 Cheshvan 

15 
 
 
7:00 PM Sisterhood 
Board Meeting 

 
 

22 Cheshvan 

16 
 
11:00 AM Coffee with 
the Clergy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

23 Cheshvan 

17  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

24 Cheshvan 

18 
 
6:30 PM Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service 

25 Cheshvan 

19 
  
9:00 AM Torah Study 
 
 
 

 
 

26 Cheshvan 

20 
 
Men’s Group Tour of 
the Reagan Library 

 
 
No Sunday School 

 
 

27 Cheshvan 

21  
 

12:00 PM Lunch & 
Learn 

 
 

 
No Akiba High 
 
 
 

28 Cheshvan 

22 
 
7:00 PM Men’s Group 
Meeting  

 
No Hebrew School 

 

29 Cheshvan 

23 
 
7:00 PM Life  
Transitions Group  
via zoom 
 
 
8:30 PM Rosh Hodesh: 
Spiritual Connection 
for Women 
 

30 Cheshvan 

24 Temple Closed 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving 

1 Kislev 

25 Temple Closed 
 
6:30 PM Shabbat 
Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2 Kislev 

26 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3 Kislev 

27 
 
No Sunday School 

 
 
 

 

4 Kislev 

28 
 
 

12:00 PM Lunch & 
Learn 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5 Kislev 

29 
 
 
 
 

 

6 Kislev 

30 
 
 

11:00 AM Coffee with 
the Clergy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   

November 2022 7 Cheshvan 5783 - 6 Kislev 5783 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

  
 

 7 Kislev 

1 
 
 
 

8 Kislev 

2 
 
9:00 AM Tiny Tot 
Shabbat 

 
 
 

6:30 PM Shabbat Shira 
with 4th Grade Family 
Service  

9 Kislev 

3 
9:00 AM Torah Study 
 
10:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning 
Service with  
Bar Mitzvah of  
Benjamin Hoggatt 

 

10 Kislev 

4 
 
Sisterhood Chanukah 
Boutique 

 
 
 

11 Kislev 

5 
ECC Closed for 
Parent/Teacher  
Conferences 

 
 

12:00 PM Lunch & 
Learn  

 
 
 
 
 
 

12 Kislev 

6 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 Kislev 

7 
 
11:00 AM Coffee with 
the Clergy  

 
 
 
 
 

14 Kislev 

8  
 
3:30 PM—Challah 
Braid & Bake 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15 Kislev 

9 
 

 
 
6:30  PM Shabbat  
Service with Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

16 Kislev 

10 
9:00 AM Torah Study 
 
10:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning 
Service with  
Bat Mitzvah of  
Erin Kingsbury 

17 Kislev 

11 
 
9:00 AM Religious 
School Chanukah 
Celebration 

 
 

18 Kislev 

12 
 
 

12:00 PM Lunch & 
Learn  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

19 Kislev 

13 
 
7:00 PM Sisterhood 
Board Meeting 

 
 
 
 

20 Kislev 

14 
 

 
7:00 PM Life  
Transitions Group 
 via zoom 

21 Kislev 

15 
 

 

22 Kislev 

16 
10:00 AM ECC  
Chanukah Celebration 

 
6:30 PM Millennial 
Shabb-Rock Service 
 
 
 
 

23 Kislev 

17  
 
9:00 AM Torah Study 
 
 
TASTY Jew Years Eve 

 
 
 

24 Kislev 

18 
 
First Night of  
Chanukah 

 
 

Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

25 Kislev 

19 
 
 

12:00 PM Lunch & 
Learn 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

26 Kislev 

20 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

27 Kislev 

21  
 
11:00 AM Coffee with 
the Clergy  
 
 
 
 

Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

28 Kislev 

22 
 
8:30 PM Rosh Hodesh: 
Spirituality for  
Women Online Event 

 
Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

29 Kislev 

23 
 
 
 
6:30 PM Chanukah 
Shabbat Service 
 
 

Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

30 Kislev 

24 
 
 
 
 

Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

1 Tevet 

25 
 
 
 

 
 

Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

2 Tevet 

26 Temple Closed 
 
 

8:30 PM Rosh Hodesh: 
Spirituality for  
Women Online Event 

 
 
 

Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

3 Tevet 

27 
 
 
7:00 PM Men’s Group 
Meeting 

 
Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

4 Tevet 

28 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 PM Life  
Transitions Group  
via zoom 

 
 

Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

5 Tevet 

29 
 
 
 
 

Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

6 Tevet 

30 
 
 

6:30 PM Shabbat 
Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

7 Tevet 

31 
 
 

New Year’s Eve 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Religious School & 
ECC Winter Break 

 

December 2022 7 Kislev 5783 - 7 Tevet 5783 
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TZEDAKAH
Members and friends of Temple Akiba have chosen to honor 
the memories of loved ones and to express their condolences 
to bereaved families by making contributions to the Yahrzeit 
and other Temple funds. In addition, one can make donations 
to the Temple to honor birthdays, a marriage, a baby naming, 
a conversion, the privilege of sitting on the bima, for having an 
aliya, or for any other blessed occasion.
TEMPLE FUND
Lillian Jenkins
Sam Karp
In honor of:
Matthew & Louba Aaronson’s 17th Wedding anniversary, 
from Cathee A. Posin
Cathy Penso, with heartfelt appreciation for your caring and 
leadership, from Janet Nathanson
The marriage of Daniel & Eva Penso, son of Cathy & Bruce 
Penso, from John Magoulas & Stella August
Zoey Jaffa, on becoming a Bat Mitzvah, from Dale Stern
Eric Potruch’s 60th Birthday, from Randee & Scott Bishoff
Eric Potruch’s 60th Birthday, from Girolamo Seli
Eric Potruch’s 60th Birthday, from Diane & Allan Wertheim
Senior Citizen Programming, from The Jamner Family
In memory of: 
Judy Freedman, from Leonard Knell
Ronna Markowitz, from Jeffrey Rips
Letty Mendel, from Gail & Harvey Gold
Letty Mendel, from Diana & David Hauptman
Letty Mendel, from Feilong Liu
Letty Mendel, from John Magoulas
Letty Mendel, from Leslie & Lew Roth
Letty Mendel, from Mariette & Alexander Sawchuk
Letty Mendel, from Nancy & Herb Trachtenberg
Mary Rapoport, from John Magoulas
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Gratitude to:
Cantor Lonee, for being there and for all your help, care and 
guidance along the way for Naomi Ostrick's Bat Mitzvah, from 
Karen Bernstein & Gary Ostrick
Cantor Lonee, for the privilege of chanting Torah on Yom 
Kippur, from Linda Park
Cantor Lonee, for all that you have done for our family in 
honor of Lillian Coopersmith, from the Rubenstein Family
In honor of:
The Bar Mitzvah of Yuval Ram, from the Ram & Rom 
Families
In memory of:
Aaron Nathanson, from the Nathanson Family with deep 
appreciation to Cantors Jay Frailich and Lonee Frailich

CHOIR FUND
In honor of:
Linda Winters, may you enjoy a full recovery, from Janet 
Nathanson
In memory of:
Letty Mendel, beloved wife of Prof. Jerry Mendel, from Diane 
Demetras
Letty Mendel, from Hongwei Wu

YAHRZEIT FUND
Edward Balaban, my father, from Jocelyn Balaban-Lutzky
Endre Brash, my father, from John & Midori Brash
Morris Brown, my father, from Marvin Brown
Ann Cane, my grandmother, from Steve & Joan Sussman
Jeffrey Cohen, my nephew, from Lewis & Arleen Forsheit
Lillian Coopersmith, from Diana & David Hauptman
Lillian Coopersmith, from Cathy & Bruce Penso
Lillian Coopersmith, from Deborah Robinson
Deborah Falcon, beloved mother, grandmother, and friend, 
from Alexis Conerty & Family
Arnold Fisher, my brother, from Verna Erez
Eugene Forman, my father, from Joel & Linda Forman
Judith Jamner Freedman, from Cathy & Bruce Penso
Judy Freedman, from the Movie Group Havurah
Ruth & Harold Frome, my parents, from Barbara Steinberg
Jeanne Gillette, my mother-in-law, from Janet Nathanson
Sally Harris, my mother, from Louise Feinberg
Leo Kassan, my father, from Arthur Kassan
Betty Klapman, my friend, from Joanne Wolf
Sally Lee, my mother, from Elaine Sylvester
Harvey Levenberg, my uncle, from Terry Shenkman
George Levit, my father, from Amy Levit
Harry Levy, my father, from Marlene Abrams
Morris Ludvigson, my father, from Max Ludvigson
George Miller, my father, from Eileen & James Krause
Sol Meshul, my father, from Renee Meshul
Ron Nathanson, from Cathy & Bruce Penso
Max J. Penner, my father, from Benita & Michael Spector
Ellaine Rochman, my sister, from Donna Flier
Irving Rubenstein, my father, from The Zimelman Family
Daniel Sheinman, my brother-in-law, from Elaine & Bruce 
Holiday
Mortimer Stern, my uncle, from Carol Fortel
Sylvia & Lewis Stock, my parents, from June Penso
Joan Stone, my aunt, from Joan & Steven Sussman
Shelley Surpin, my sister, from Andrea & Jay Swerdlow
Anne Marie Tassone, my sister, from Cathy & Bruce Penso
Isyadore Wexler, my father, and Ruben Vodovoz, my brother-
in-law, from Jack Wexler

ECC FUND
In honor of:
Rabbi Shapiro, for taking the time to be part of my Beit Din & 
Bat Mitzvah, I feel so lucky to have had you help me begin my 
Jewish journey, from Haleigh (Tikvah) Resnik
Maya & Eli Shapiro-Galperin’s birthday, from Rebeccah, 
Arik, & Eitan Burgin
Maya & Eli Shapiro-Galperin’s birthday, from Rachelle & 
David Fleischman

JUSTIN SHABSIS FUND
In honor of: 
Leanna Watt's birthday & Leanna and Ron Watt's anniversary, 
from Susan Polep
Leanna Watts, a great lady and wonderful friend, from Wendy 
Shabsis
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RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Gratitude to:
Rabbi Shapiro, in honor of the Daniel and Eva’s Wedding, 
from Cathy & Bruce Penso
Rabbi Shapiro, for making Naomi Ostrick's Bat Mitzvah so 
special, from Karen Bernstein & Gary Ostrick
Rabbi Shapiro, for the honor of lighting the Kol Nidre 
candles, from Linda Park
Rabbi Shapiro, for all that you have done for our family in 
honor of Lillian Coopersmith, from the Rubenstein Family
Rabbi Shapiro & Cantor Frailich, for a beautiful naming 
ceremony for William, from Jennifer & Alexander Safyan
Rabbi Shapiro, wishes for a Healthy, Happy New Year to You 
and Ron and Family and Temple Akiba Family, from Jill Will 
and Justin Ottinger
In honor of:
Children’s Rosh Hashanah Service, we enjoyed your 
children's service with our grandchildren when we visited 
Culver City, from Bonnie Hammerschlag
Hurricane Ian relief, from The Akiba Amoeba Havurah, 
Josette Benassaya, Susan & Scott Corwin, Verna Erez, Linda 
& Robert Fleischman, Adriane Fleming & Steve Kaufman, 
Joel & Linda Forman, Carol Fortel, Arleen & Lewis Forsheit, 
Rosalie & Michael Gotz, Helene & David Jaffa, Lillian 
Jenkins, Lisa Concoff Kronbeck, Amy Levit, Daniella & 
Ruben Liber, Judy & William Marotti, Sandra & Michael 
Newman, Cathy & Bruce Penso, Irene Reingold, Jenna & 
Adam Sonenshein, Sheila & Stan Weinberg
The anniversary of Dr. Michael and Sandy Newman, from 
Craig & Monique Newman
Eric Potruch’s 60th Birthday, from Andrea Wertheim
The Bar Mitzvah of Yuval Ram, from the Ram & Rom 
Families
In memory of: 
Fred & Trudi Bender, my parents, from Debbie Richards
Joel T. Glassman, our beloved husband and father, from 
Susan Glassman
Letty Mendel, our dear neighbor, from Bryan Sanders
Celia Moreno, my mother-in-law, from Norma Moreno
Gene Rothman, from Robert Turner
Gerald Sallus, from Rosalyn Zakheim & Gayle Dukelow
KAVOD EMERGENCY FUND
In memory of: 
Edna Ostrin, my beloved mother, from Ron & Leslie Ostrin

FROM THE HEART RESIDENT CAMP FUND 
In honor of: 
Penelope Senelick becoming a Bat Mitzvah. Mazal Tov! From 
John Magoulas

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
In honor of:
Zoey Jaffa, becoming a Bat Mitzvah, from Ellie Sherman-
Quinn & Steve Quinn
In memory of:
Andie & Alex Alexander, my parents, from Deborah 
Alexander

LEE WOLKOWITZ FUND
In honor of: 
Leanna Watt's 75th birthday, from Bob Knopf
In memory of: 
Jerry Wolkowitz, my father, from Ed & Marla Wolkowitz

   

  Courtney Mizuhara & Brian Blumberg & Family 

  Shirit & Steven Bradley & Family  

  Lisa Galansky & Family 

  Alena Geffner-Mihlsten & Family  

   Amy & Joshua Goldenberg & Family 

  Eliav & Elle Kadosh & Family 

 Adriane Fleming & Steve Kaufman & Family 

   Matthew & Kelly Levy & Family  

   Jaclyn & Josh Margolis & Family 

  Allison Parker & Samuel Plotkin & Family  

   Ellen & James Prince & Family 

     Eric & Ariel Rudin & Family  

  Michael & Anna Siprut & Family 

   Shira & Todd Stanley & Family  

     Rachel & Alexander Verne & Family 

Sarah Kroll-Rosenbaum & Michael Wohl & Family 
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November 13 & December 8 
3:30 PM—5:30 PM 

On Thursday, November 10th, we will be making Cranberry challah 
inspired by Thanksgiving! RSVP by Monday, November 7th.  

  
On Thursday, December 8th, we will be making challah inspired by 

Surprise Chanukah Presents! RSVP by Monday, December 5th 
 

*You are free to bring your own mix-ins or make a plain challah 
 

Cost: $8 per challah for members, $10 for non-members 
 

If you have any questions, please contact 
 Kathryn Vischjager: programdirector@templeakiba.net 
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Oct 2, 2022 — Apr 1, 2023 
18 Sessions, At Temple Akiba 

Sunday mornings 
10:30 AM -12:00 PM 

Let’s ask Tough Questions, Nourish our Souls Spiritually, Learn about Peoplehood,  

Dialogue about God, Feel the Rhythm of Prayer, and Create Community 

Introduction to Judaism is 
an engaging multi-session 

course for anyone                         
interested in exploring    
Jewish life through a        

Reform lens 

ReformJudaism.org 
                  Jewish Life in Your Life 

 

Tuition: $250 for Non-Members, $180 for Temple Akiba Members  
(tuition covers two individuals taking the class together).  

Register at admin@templeakiba.net 

Supported by the National Center to Encourage Judaism, which funds programs that welcome people new to Judaism. 

 

 

Torah Study 
Saturdays from 9 am—10 am 

 

Lunch and Learn 
Mondays  from noon—1 pm 

 

Coffee with the Clergy 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the month  

from 11 am—12 noon 
 

 

Adult Hebrew / B'nei Mitzvah Class 

Every Wednesday from 6 pm - 6:45 pm  
beginning November 2 on Zoom 

 

Cost: $50 for members and $180 for non-members 
Open to all adults wishing to learn beginning Hebrew. 

 

    The first half of the class concentrates on learning         
    Hebrew letters, vowels and blending the sounds              
    together to read  Hebrew. 
 

    The second half of the class concentrates on learning  
    prayers and learning to chant from the Torah. 
 

    For those who are Temple Akiba members, the class  
    culminates in an Adult B'nei Mitzvah ceremony. 

 

RSVP to cantorlonee@templeakiba.net 
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Temple Akiba
5249 Sepulveda Blvd. 
Culver City, CA 90230

(310) 398-5783
www.templeakiba.net

Come join the fun!
Tournament fee is $45 per person which

includes a continental breakfast, a delicious buffet lunch, and snacks.
Schedule:

8:30 - 9:00 
9:00 - 12:00 
12:00 - 1:00 
1:00 - 4:00 
4:15

Check-in, coffee and bagels 
Session 1 (3 rounds) 
Lunch

Session 2 (3 rounds) 
Awards

For more information, please contact
Judi Nachenberg (818) 764-6240  email: judi@mahjonggfunla.com

or  Rose Ross  rtahini2@gmail.com

Mail	to: Judi Nachenberg
7037 Park Manor Avenue	
North	Hollywood,	CA		91605

-----------------------------------------------tear off-------------------------------------------------------
Temple Akiba Sisterhood-Mah Jongg 1/15/2023

Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone:_______________________________ 
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City:______________________________________________________  Zip:__________________________________ 
Email:_____________________________________________________ 
Check all that apply:

  I am willing to be East and keep score 
  I will bring my Mah Jongg set and dice

no refunds 14 days prior to the tournament

To register, fill out the form below and enclose it with a check	&	copy	of	your	Vaccination	Card to:

A $10.00 administrative fee will be charged for any cancellation

Please	include	a	copy	of	your	Covid	Vaccination	Card	with	your	registration	—		Masks	recommended

Mah Jongg Tournament
Sponsored by Temple Akiba Sisterhood

Sunday,	January 15,	2023



www.TempleAkiba.net    19  

Coming this Purim.....A fundraiser and mitzvah all in one... 

MMIISSHHLLOOAACCHH  MMAANNOOTT!!!!  

Purchase themed gift baskets for congregation members, 
clergy, teachers and staff to show them you care and  

bring a smile to their face. 

Baskets will go on sale in January 2023. Sponsorship 
opportunities are now available. 

For questions, please contact Committee Chair Wendy 
Senelick, wendysenelick@yahoo.com 

Grab your poodle skirt or leather jacket
and save the date for Purim Carnival 2023

March 5, 2023

Questions or interest in joining the Committee, reach out to 
Jennifer Fogel or Robyn Kupferman 

             Jenfogel@gmail.com     Robyn.kupferman@gmail.com
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When we think about Dodger Stadium, we think about the many 
baseball greats who passed through that hallowed place. But what 

did it take for the development of Dodger Stadium? As Eric Nusbaum 
describes it in his best seller Stealing Home, it took corruption, 

racism, Communism, misguided idealism, displacement, evil schemes, 
& the mystical power of baseball.  

The Temple Akiba Men’s Group invites you to come enjoy Dodgers 
Dogs and to a discussion with Eric Nusbaum, interviewed by Temple 

member, Ira Waldman.  

For questions, please contact Victor Nahmias at vnahmias@aol.com 

 Please RSVP at admin@templeakiba.net  
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$5,000 and above 
Patricia & William Flumenbaum Philip & Myn Rootberg Foundation 

$2,000 - $4,999 
Linda & Robert Fleischman, Jerry Mendel, Catherine & Bruce Penso, Dana Sayles, Tyson Sayles 

$1,000 - $1800 
Judith & Michael Bauer, Randee & Scott Bishoff, Cayla & David Chipp, Dorothy Frankel,  

Mathew Harawitz & Lia Buman, Helene & David Jaffa, Alan Kahan, Rachel & Daniel Mirvish,  
Ira & Maria Pemstein, Lisa & Eric Potruch, Joel & Christie Savitt, Wendy & Devin Senelick, 

Lisa & Alexander Tsimanis, Eric & Thelma Waxman, Jerome Wiener & Shari Starr 

$500 - $999 
Diane Bulgatz, Heidi & Hilton Creve, Carol & Ira Diamond, Arleen & Lewis Forsheit,  

Joy & Paul Jacobs, Lillian Jenkins, Alice Kahn, Joanne & Lawrence Kahn,  
Marjorie & Arnold Platzker, Rabbi Zachary Shapiro & Ron Galperin, Barbara Strasmore, 

Jodi & Steven Zimelman 

$360- $499 
Marc & Lacey Bauer, Sheila & Peter Benjamin, Verna Erez, Rachelle & David Fleischman, 

Linda & Joel Forman, Steven Gelb, Cindy & Kevin Knopf, Donna Kronson, Diana & Carlos Martin, 
Marshall Naiman & Danelle Fisher, Craig & Monique Newman, Susan Polep,  

Jennifer & Alexander Safyan, Ira & Nadine Shulman, Robert Sondik & Joanna Schaenman,  
Andrea & Jay Swerdlow, Elizabeth & Morris Zlotowitz 

$180 - $359 
Deborah & Ken Baseman, Josette Benassaya, Brian Berman, Gregg Bernstein, Margaret Clements, Lizabeth Fogel, 
Amanda & Jared Goldwasser, Nathan & Jennifer Halprin, Yvette & Paul Joffe, Deborah Koniak-Griffin & Art Griffin, 

Gary Leo, Amy & Leo Madnick, Karen Marcus & Daphne Boutilier, Ellen McCormack & Max Ornstein,  
Blake Mellor & Nancy Balter, Saul & Wendy Miller, Janet Nathanson, Amy & Ken Ornstein,  

Gary Ostrick & Karen Bernstein,  Irene Reingold, Debbie Richards,  Neil & Janice Schwartz, Terry Shenkman,  
Kevin Sher, Kaci & Scott Silverman,  Edward & Ellie Sondik,  Jane Stark, Janice Tytell,  Lauren & Jonathan Varsano, 

Laurie & Ira Waldman, Janet & Mark  White, Melissa York-Fiander 

$100 - $179 
Barbara & Marvin Brown, Terry Coty, Fredric Crelman, Roberta Flusser, Anthony Gardner, Amy & Brad Hodge, 

Stephen Holzberg, Janice Horowitz,  Mia & Daniel Kennedy, Glenn Kingsbury, Aaron & Harper Leshtz,                  
Joan & Steven Little,  Sharlene & Anthony London, John Magoulas, Eric Metz & Melissa Sanders, Joyce Perlick,  

Michael Poizner & Joanne Wolf, Wendy Salz & Joel Nord, Wendy Shabsis, Kenneth & Vicki Silverman,  
Stuart Triebwasser, Suzanne Urfrig,   Dov Waisman & Shira Sergant, Stanley & Sheila Weinberg,  

Tracey Wise Finkelstein & Marc Finkelstein 

$1- $99 
Herman Barnathan, Susan Eilenberg, Alan & Teri Elmont, Susan Glassman, Lesley Gold,  Aline Leo,  

Louise Lerner McLeod, Jannie Magoulas, Elaine Saperstein,  Danielle & Jennifer Sheppard, Terry Skinner, 
Tony & Stacy Thapthimthong, Jill Will & Justin Ottinger 

Thank you to all who have donated & who have pledged to donate in honor 
of the High Holy Day Appeal. Your gift makes our light shine brighter together! 
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Temple Akiba thanks members who have made generous donations over their full            
membership commitment to bring an even brighter “Light” to our Temple Community. 

PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  CCiirrccllee    

Chai 
Sara & Peter Rutenberg 

Tzadik 
Barbara Axelband        Susan & Paul Balter        Joy & Paul Jacobs       

 Jerry Mendel             Sue Urfrig              Leanna & Ron Watts 
Heschel 

Judy & Mike Bauer 
Priesand 

Linda & Robert Fleishman          Diana & David Hauptman    
Myrna Kayton          Cathy & Bruce Penso  

Hillel 
Carol & Ira Diamond                   Helene & David Jaffa    
Susan & Barry Moser             Maria & Ira Pemstein 

Maimonides 
Lacey & Marc Bauer       Steve Hassan        Elaine & Bruce Holiday         Alan Kahan 

Renee Meshul & Thomas Klitzner       Yana & Adam Moser       Lauren & Jeffrey Rips 
Andrea & Jay Swerdlow      Laurie & Ira Waldman       Elizabeth & Morris Zlotowitz 

 

Miriam 
 

Sharon Balter     Susan Frazin     Rosalie & Michael Gotz     Emily Parkhurst & Gary Hoggatt     Jeanne & Ron Marmalefsky         
Ingrid Moran & Andrew Lachman      Jenna & Adam Sonenshein      Donna Spielberg      Virginia & Lester Wagner 

 

 Micah  
Cayla & David Chipp       Patricia Newler & Ira Clark       Arleen  & Lewis Forsheit       Steven Gelb       Antoinette Glick       

Donna Kronson            John Magoulas          June Penso         Rose Ross        Ira & Lori Rudich        Leah Potok & David Silberstein      
Nadine & Ira Shulman          Jane Stark        Nancy & Herbert Trachtenberg        Sheila  & Stan Weinberg        Jack Wexler 

 

Deborah  
Diane Bulgatz        Jonathan & Meredith Basiri        Verna Erez        Lillian Jenkins       Paula Shulman & Matthew Josephson 
Sharlene & Anthony London       Deborah Koniak-Griffin & Art Griffin      Joyce Perlick      Annie DiMascio & Adam Tessitore 
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Advertisement

Gifts & Memorials
“Remember that the happiest people are not those getting more, but those giving more.”

		  -H. Jackson Brown Jr.  

What a wonderful way to remember your loved ones. The cost of individual plaques for Temple members 
is $750 and for those not affiliated it is $1,000.  How about participating in what may be the most exciting 
opportunity - the Sue and Jerry Urfrig Family Memorial Room.  With your contribution of $10,000 to the 
Campaign of Light, your name will be included on the Donor Board in the Memorial Room.   The purchaser 
will have two complimentary plaques reserved for them to be designated with names they choose.

For more information please contact:
Temple Office at admin@templeakiba.net

Trustee of Engagement 
Sara Fields 

We will be applying to sponsor a Ukranian refugee family.  Following HIAS’s model of Sponsor Circles, we are looking 
for six to eight congregants who are willing to help the family for about six months.  This includes helping adults find 
work, finding housing, registering children in school, and taking care of other needs.  We also need to raise about 
$20,000 to support the family financially for six months.  HIAS will provide mentoring and links to resources.  At this 
point we have a few volunteers and about $2,500 in pledges.  If you are able to help with any of these tasks, as an area 
lead, a committee member, or a donor, please email sarafields044@gmail.com.   

 From November 1 through November 14 we will be collecting gently used shoes and new socks (for men, 
women and kids) as part of “Barefoot Shabbat”, a drive sponsored by Shoes for the Homeless and the Volunteer Col-
lective.  There will be a bin at the Temple. 
For more information, contact Sara Fields at engagementtrustee@templeakiba.net 

 

 
 
 

 

 

CALLING ALL RV’ERS/CAMPERS 

The Lovin’ Levelers is an active Jewish RV Camping Club which originated out of the North Valley Jewish Community Center in the early 1970’s.  Many people question 
the idea yet alone the reality of JEWISH CAMPING versus exquisite hotels. While both are good, remember that in our early Jewish history we camped for 40 years in 
the desert after leaving Egypt! 

Our membership is quite wide ranging from Santa Barbara to Oceanside, including Los Angeles, the San Fernando and Santa Clarita Valleys, Thousand Oaks to     
Ventura and Seal Beach to Brea.  Our group is looking to expand with new members aged 50+.  We are a “Traveling Havurah” in RV’s of various sorts, enjoying the 
company of other Jewish people. 

We plan group outings on one long weekend a month within 2-3 hours of Los Angeles.  Our weekend outings include visiting places of interest in each area, gathering 
around a campfire, playing games, doing crafts and just having fun being together.  Furthermore, we include brief but meaningful services and celebrations for Shabbat 
and Havdalah. 

For more information contact 

Linda Fleischman, Temple Member, 310-487-8910  

or 

Allan Teplinsky, Club President, Home (818) 368-3471; Cell (818) 264-6199 
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• Discover the charm, delight and complexity of
Jerusalem’s Old City, including the Western Wall, the
Jewish Quarter and a spectacular rooftop vista.

• Celebrate our B’nai Mitzvah at Hebrew Union College.
• Descend below ground and back in time at the Dig for a

Day - a real, live archaeological expedition! Discover the
ancient past, transforming their trash into modern
treasure.

• Discover the richness of the Jewish Diaspora at ANU,
the Museum of the Jewish People, that traces the
journey of Jewish communities worldwide from the
destruction of the Temple through today.

• Repair the world with tikkun olam and give back to the
community at Pantry Packers, packing food supplies
and serving the needy in Israel.

800.237.1517  |  www.ayelet.com

Traveling in Israel is an opportunity to encounter the wonders of this ancient land. We’ll grow through our 
shared experiences, from the fun and adventurous, to the historical and spiritual, as we explore Israel together! 

OUR 10 NIGHT JOURNEY INCLUDES:

•and so much more!!!

JOIN TEMPLE AKIBA ON A ADVENTURE IN

ISRAEL
Led by Rabbi Shapiro and Cantor Frailich

June 28 - July 10, 2023
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BRUCE FORMAN
Akiba Veteran’s

Auditorium
Volunteer High Holiday

Moving, Setup
& Usher Corps

Committed to Serving 
Akiba Members since 1981

Are you selling your home?

Experience counts!

Special Beneet to Akiba Referred Clients

Call for details
(310) 920-8465 Direct Line

bjforman1@yahoo.com

 
 

Want to invest in property in  

Los Angeles while helping to  

build new housing? 

Contact Temple Akiba member  

Josh Kamali at (323) 487-1348  

or josh@reddoorinvest.com 

www.reddoorinvest.com 

* 

Because education is a Jewish value... 

Temple Akiba has partnered with One Day 
University, where you’ll find engaging talks that 
will inform and inspire–all delivered by the 
greatest professors from the world’s top 
colleges and universities, including Yale, 
Stanford, Harvard, UCLA, Duke, Brandeis, 
Columbia and many more.  
  
There’s no homework or tests – just the joy of 
learning!   

 

        FREE 1-year membership  
 

          to One Day University exclusively for  
      Temple Akiba members 

Judaic Programming Includes: 
 
 
 

 
The Dead Sea Scrolls: Discovering and Deciphering 

Professor Gary Rendsburg, Rutgers University 
 

Albert Einstein: The Man Behind the Math 
Professor Matthew Stanley, New York University 

 

Jewish Politics in America 
Professor Stephen Whitfield, Brandeis University 

 

The Jewish Experience in American Film 
Professor Marc Lapadula, Yale University 



5249 Sepulveda Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90230

MILLENNIAL SHABB-ROCKMILLENNIAL SHABB-ROCKMILLENNIAL SHABB-ROCK
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16

AT 6:30 PMAT 6:30 PMAT 6:30 PM
GET YOUR DANCING SHOES ON AND PREPARE TO ROCK OUT AT OUR FIRST

EVER MILLENNIAL SHABB-ROCK SERVICE FEATURING OUR KABBALAT

SHABBAT BAND! PRAYERS WILL BE SET TO ROCK ‘N’ ROLL TUNES FROM

THE 1980S THROUGH THE 2000S. 
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