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TRACEY WISE FINKELSTEIN, Religious School Trustee
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LEAH POTOK , ECC Trustee
ecctrustee@templeakiba.net
BENJAMIN RAPOPORT, Facilities Trustee
facilitiestrustee@templeakiba.net
ANDREW LACHMAN, Leadership Development Trustee
leadershiptrustee@templeakiba.net
SARA FIELDS, Engagement Trustee
engagementtrustee@templeakiba.net
JAMIE SHWARTZ, Camp and Youth Trustee
youthtrustee@templeakiba.net
WENDY SENELICK, Recording Secretary
rsecretary@templeakiba.net
LISA TSIMANIS, Financial Secretary
financialsec@templeakiba.net
LINDA PARK, Sisterhood
sisterhood@templeakiba.net
HERMAN BARNATHAN, Men’s Group
mensgroup@templeakiba.net
IRA DIAMOND, Immediate Past President
pastpresident@templeakiba.net

Temple Staff: 
JEFFREY RIPS, Executive Director
director@templeakiba.net
RANDEE BISHOFF,  Director of Education
religiousschool@templeakiba.net
KATHRYN VISCHJAGER, Program Director
programdirector@templeakiba.net
LEAH PENSO,  Youth & Camp Director
youthgroup@templeakiba.net 
ROBYN ALTMAN,  Day Camp Director
akibadaycamp@templeakiba.net  
REBECCA HOLZBERG,  Executive Assistant
admin@templeakiba.net 
DINA HEMPLING,  Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@templeakiba.net
TALIA RICHARDS, Administrative Assistant
schooloffice@templeakiba.net
ARIEL PEPPER, Weekend Administrative Host
weekendadmin@templeakiba.net
MICHAEL ROTHBART, Song Leader
mrothbartmusic@gmail.com
MARY LOU BASARABA,  Choir Director

Friday Shabbat Services
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

Friday, September 1	       		           	 6:30pm
Shabbat Shira Service 

Friday, September 8		      	              6:30pm
Shabbat Service with Choir

Friday, September 15		               
Erev Rosh Hashanah Family Service		 5:00pm
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service		  7:30pm

Friday, September 22   	          	              6:30pm
Shabbat Shuva Service

Friday, September 29    		               6:30pm
Sukkot Family Service

Friday, October 6	 	                           6:30pm	
Simchat Torah & Kindergarten Consecration Service

Friday, October 13	 			   6:30pm	
Shabbat Choir Service with Board Installation

Friday, October 20	 	 	              6:30pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Friday, October 27	 	 	              6:30pm
Shabbat Service honoring New Members

On three things 

the world is sustained: 

on Torah, on service, and 

on deeds of loving kindness.

Pirkei  Avot 1:2
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Dear all,

As we enter Holy Days, I am moved by the 
many themes attributed to this season, and I 
want to (re)introduce you to a variety of names 
associated with these special days.  Paired with 
each name is a question to accompany you on 
the journey.  The first four are with regard to 
Rosh HaShanah.

1.  Yom Hadin (Day of Judgment).  Have you 
judged another person without understanding 
the entirety of a situation?

2.  Yom Hazikaron (Day of Remembrance).  
What is a powerful Jewish memory that 
continues to resonate?

3.  Yom Teruah (Day of blasting of the shofar).  
What will it take to motivate you to do things a 
little differently?

4.  Hayom Hart Olam (The day the world was 
conceived).  What new ideas do you have that 
you hope to accomplish this year?

The next two are attributed to Yom Kippur.

5.  Yom Hakippurim (The Day of Atonements 
OR, The Day Like Purim).  On Purim we 
remember how Esther took off her mask.      
What mask do we take off on Yom Kippur?

6.  Shabbat Shabbaton (Sabbath of Sabbaths). 
Shabbat is sacred.  How is Yom Kippur even 
more sacred than you?

Ron, Maya, Eli, and I wish you a season of 
meaning, depth, goodness, and renewal.

With love and shalom,
Rabbi Zachary Shapiro

Shalom, Rav

“Create a pure heart in me, Great 
Spirit. And renew a true soul within 
me.” These are the words to a 
beautiful song/chant called Pure Heart by Nava 
Tehila. They are based on words from Psalm 51 
& 52. On Slichot this year, we are so excited to 
share the bimah with our friends and colleagues 
at Congregation Beth Chayim (BCC). We will be 
opening our Slichot service with these beautiful 
words, singing with the wonderful clergy of BCC 
Chadashim. It is a beautiful Shidduch or match 
to work with this congregation. While we rent 
the Vet’s Auditorium for the Holy Days, their 
congregation rents our space at Temple Akiba. 

 I like to think of Slichot as the Greatest Hits 
of the High Holy Days. Through our study and 
service, we touch on some of the important 
themes and music that will be discussed and 
heard throughout the Holy Day season. One of the 
highlights of this experience for me has always 
been the changing of the Torah Covers. Each year 
during our Slichot experience, we invite women 
of the Sisterhood to join the Rabbi and me on the 
bimah to help us with the process of switching the 
Torah covers from our regular Shabbat ones to the 
beautiful white embroidered covers specifically 
made for the High Holy Days. It is a moment 
that truly helps to usher in this special time. It 
is a humbling moment because it means Rosh 
Hashanah services are happening soon after!

I look forward to this period of return, reflection 
and repentance.  May this High Holy Day season 
and new year be one of new beginnings, be 
meaningful and filled with peace and happiness. 

L'Shalom,                                                                
Cantor Lonee Frailich

Cantor's Corner
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As a Jewish professional who has spent most of my 
professional life working with students, I have witnessed 
hundreds of students transition from high school to 
college. I watched these young people grow in maturity, 
understanding, and responsibility over the years. The 
changes they experienced, that I witnessed, were 
dramatic and profound.

As I send my own child off to college, I worry about 
the unprecedented rise in antisemitism on college 
campuses. Hillel International is the largest Jewish 
student organization in the world, working at colleges 
and universities to enrich the lives of Jewish students by 
offering support & resources, facilitating connections, 
and encouraging a sense of community and Jewish 
identity. A survey conducted for Hillel International & 
the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) found that 1 in 3 
students (32 %) personally experienced antisemitic hate 
on college campuses in 2022.

So how do we prepare our students and children to be 
comfortable being Jewish while away at school?  The 
simple answer is that we start now.  

• Send your child to Jewish Summer Camp
• Enroll your child in Religious School
• Get involved in your Temple Community
• Encourage your child to visit Israel 
• Celebrate holidays and create family traditions

If a child has a positive Jewish experience, they are 
more likely to retain a connection to Judaism after 
they have graduated. Instilling a Jewish identity in our 
children is a powerful tool that they take with them 
when they leave to explore the world on their own.

Do I worry that my child will encounter anti-Semitism 
on campus? Yes. But I am confident in the Jewish 
connections he has built that will guide him through 
these crucial years.  The best thing we as parents can do 
for our children is teach them and give them the tools to 
make their own decisions and help them be confident in 
their Jewish identity. The rest is up to them.  Parenting 
is hard.  There are no right or wrong answers. We will 
inevitably make mistakes. We simply do our best to give 
our children a solid foundation for becoming Jewish 
adults and be here when they need us.  I am unsure what 
the college experience will bring, but I am 
sure that my child and I are ready to face 
that new world together. 

L'Shalom,                                                   
Randee Bishoff, Dir. of Education                                    

President's Message
Welcome to a New Year, 5784! This summer Bruce 
and I experienced Israel with an incredible group 
of 37 from our Temple community. We made new 
friends, strengthened existing ones, all reinforcing 
the connections, commitment and love we have for 
our Temple Akiba family. Rabbi Shapiro reminded 
us that living a Jewish life in Israel is second nature.  
In America, we choose to live Jewish lives! We are 
so happy that you have chosen Temple Akiba as the 
Center of your Jewish life. 

A special warm & welcoming embrace to our new 
members who have chosen Temple Akiba! We 
invite you to join us at our Welcome Nosh Event on 
Sunday, Sept. 10 at 9am.  Meet Board and Committee 
Members & make new friends. Find out what’s planned 
for the coming year & how you can get involved.

Thank you to all who have reaffirmed your choice 
to join Temple Akiba. Your continued commitment 
is what makes us thrive! I hope to see you at the 
Welcome Event, too. Come schmooze, welcome new 
members, engage with your community.

Do you want to know more about Temple Akiba and 
getting more involved as a Committee Chair or Board 
Member? Join our Leadership Development Program. 
See flyer for details.

Refreshed and inspired, we are ready to launch another 
year of awesome experiences and memories, starting 
with our High Holy Day Services in person at Vet’s 
Auditorium and Temple Akiba.

Come experience “A Night Out in Tel Aviv” on 
Saturday, October 21, our major fundraising event 
for 2023-2024 co-chaired by Scott Bishoff and Ira 
Pemstein! Casino games, other games, dancing,  
Israeli food, open bar!!!  See flyer for details!

Please continue to support our amazing Resident 
Camp! Bike, hike or donate to Tour de Summer 
Camps on October 29. Temple Akiba receives 
scholarships from this endeavor. See flyer for details.

We are still celebrating our 70th year! Save the Date: 
Sunday, December 10 at 2pm. There will be a photo 
display & more.  Details to come! 

Wishing you a happy, healthy & peaceful 
New Year!

Cathy Penso, President

ECC & Religious School
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Around the High Holy Days, I like to reflect on the previous year, and appreciate all that has been accomplished.  Around the High Holy Days, I like to reflect on the previous year, and appreciate all that has been accomplished.  
For so many reasons, this past year was remarkable for Temple Akiba.  From the incredible programs, the creative For so many reasons, this past year was remarkable for Temple Akiba.  From the incredible programs, the creative 
and meaningful Shabbat and holiday services and celebrations, to all the facility upgrades at our Temples – this and meaningful Shabbat and holiday services and celebrations, to all the facility upgrades at our Temples – this 
is a year that was full of growth and memory making moments.  But for me, it is this past summer that really is a year that was full of growth and memory making moments.  But for me, it is this past summer that really 
encapsulates what Temple Akiba is all about. encapsulates what Temple Akiba is all about. 

Summer of 2023 was an exceptional.  The “Summer of Fun” at Temple Akiba concept continues to grow with Summer of 2023 was an exceptional.  The “Summer of Fun” at Temple Akiba concept continues to grow with 
programs and events like the Klezmer Concert brought to us by Men’s Group; two very fun and delicious Shabbat programs and events like the Klezmer Concert brought to us by Men’s Group; two very fun and delicious Shabbat 
BBQs by Sisterhood and Men’s Group; the Adult Camp Party with live music, smores, tie-dye Challah covers, a BBQs by Sisterhood and Men’s Group; the Adult Camp Party with live music, smores, tie-dye Challah covers, a 
taco bar, and more; special outdoor Shabbat services including our Camp Shabbat, that filled our hearts and soul taco bar, and more; special outdoor Shabbat services including our Camp Shabbat, that filled our hearts and soul 
with music and love, and a truly wonderful Israel trip (stay tuned for information about our 2025 trip to Israel). with music and love, and a truly wonderful Israel trip (stay tuned for information about our 2025 trip to Israel). 

Even with everything that happened this past summer, it is our Day and Resident camps, with their ruach (spirit) Even with everything that happened this past summer, it is our Day and Resident camps, with their ruach (spirit) 
and creativity that really stand out to me.  Under the incredible vision and leadership of our Day Camp Director, and creativity that really stand out to me.  Under the incredible vision and leadership of our Day Camp Director, 
Robyn Altman, and our Youth and Camp Director, Leah Penso, these two Temple Akiba programs embrace the Robyn Altman, and our Youth and Camp Director, Leah Penso, these two Temple Akiba programs embrace the 
concept of “we must live for today; we must build for tomorrow,” as they each separately, and together, help to concept of “we must live for today; we must build for tomorrow,” as they each separately, and together, help to 
build future Jewish leaders. To hear our young campers wanting to become CITs, and our CITs wanting to become build future Jewish leaders. To hear our young campers wanting to become CITs, and our CITs wanting to become 
counselors, and our counselors wanting to become Unit Heads – they all emulate “if you will it, it is no dream” counselors, and our counselors wanting to become Unit Heads – they all emulate “if you will it, it is no dream” 
to perfection, as they do become CITs, counselors, and Unit Heads.  It is this cycle that highlights the importance to perfection, as they do become CITs, counselors, and Unit Heads.  It is this cycle that highlights the importance 
of our summer camp programs in strengthening our community, impacting our children’s lives, and building future of our summer camp programs in strengthening our community, impacting our children’s lives, and building future 
Jewish leaders, and it is something that makes Temple Akiba unique, and very special.  Jewish leaders, and it is something that makes Temple Akiba unique, and very special.  

One thing that makes Leah and Robyn very special to Temple Akiba is their huge sOne thing that makes Leah and Robyn very special to Temple Akiba is their huge smiles and sparkles in their miles and sparkles in their 
eyes when the speak about their staff, most of whom (if not all) have grown up in our Temple Akiba eyes when the speak about their staff, most of whom (if not all) have grown up in our Temple Akiba 
programs. Leah and Robyn embrace and lead their programs through the lens of “you and I can change programs. Leah and Robyn embrace and lead their programs through the lens of “you and I can change 
the world”, and they are shining examples to our next generations, so that they will also understand the world”, and they are shining examples to our next generations, so that they will also understand 
that Our Light Shines Brighter Together.that Our Light Shines Brighter Together.  

L'Shalom, L'Shalom,   Jeffrey Rips,  Executive DirectorJeffrey Rips,  Executive Director

Executive Director's Message

       Michael Rothbart, Our New Song Leader       Michael Rothbart, Our New Song Leader

Michael is thrilled to be the new songleader for the Michael is thrilled to be the new songleader for the 
religious school at Temple Akiba! Born and raised in West religious school at Temple Akiba! Born and raised in West 
LA, Michael grew up at Leo Baeck Temple, where his love LA, Michael grew up at Leo Baeck Temple, where his love 
for Jewish music started at a very young age. He was for Jewish music started at a very young age. He was 
instilled a love for both the Classical reform repertoire instilled a love for both the Classical reform repertoire 
as well as contemporary Jewish music. This led him to as well as contemporary Jewish music. This led him to 
co-leading co-leading musical Shabbat services on piano and guitar, musical Shabbat services on piano and guitar, 
as well as assistant songleading in the religious school. as well as assistant songleading in the religious school. 
Most recently he was the religious school songleader at Most recently he was the religious school songleader at 
Temple Emanuel of Beverly Hills. In addition to having Temple Emanuel of Beverly Hills. In addition to having 
worked in Jewish music as a songleader, worked in Jewish music as a songleader, 
choral singer, conductor, and pianist, choral singer, conductor, and pianist, 
he teaches choir full time at Westside he teaches choir full time at Westside 
Neighborhood School in Playa Vista. Michael Neighborhood School in Playa Vista. Michael 
is very much looking forward to the new is very much looking forward to the new 
school year and getting to meet everyone!school year and getting to meet everyone!

Ariel Pepper, Our New                                   Ariel Pepper, Our New                                   
Weekend Administrative HostWeekend Administrative Host

Ariel is excited to be the new  Weekend Ariel is excited to be the new  Weekend 
Administrative Host for Temple Akiba.  Administrative Host for Temple Akiba.  
Ariel is a San Francisco native who has Ariel is a San Francisco native who has 
found her home in Los Angeles. She found her home in Los Angeles. She 
became a Bat Mitzvah at Congregation became a Bat Mitzvah at Congregation 
Emanu-el of San Francisco and has Emanu-el of San Francisco and has 
remained active in the Jewish community remained active in the Jewish community 
throughout the years, including throughout the years, including 
during her academic career at ASU,                      during her academic career at ASU,                      
UCI, and UCLA. In her free UCI, and UCLA. In her free 
time,  Ariel goes bicycle time,  Ariel goes bicycle 
riding, listens to NPR/riding, listens to NPR/
podcasts, and is always open podcasts, and is always open 
to learning from others. to learning from others. 

Welcome to the Temple Akiba Team!
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Shalom! My name is Josh Shapiro and I am a fourth-year rabbinical student at Hebrew Union Shalom! My name is Josh Shapiro and I am a fourth-year rabbinical student at Hebrew Union 
College - Jewish Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. I grew up in Needham, Massachusetts as a College - Jewish Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. I grew up in Needham, Massachusetts as a 
third generation member of the Reform congregation of Temple Beth Shalom. In the summer, third generation member of the Reform congregation of Temple Beth Shalom. In the summer, 
I attended URJ Crane Lake Camp in Western Massachusetts. I received my undergraduate I attended URJ Crane Lake Camp in Western Massachusetts. I received my undergraduate 
degree from the University of Rochester in financial economics with minors in Jewish studies degree from the University of Rochester in financial economics with minors in Jewish studies 
and Hebrew. While in college, I worked in congregational and camp settings with and Hebrew. While in college, I worked in congregational and camp settings with 
children and teens of all ages. The transition from participant to facilitator in my children and teens of all ages. The transition from participant to facilitator in my 
childhood Jewish communities led me to HUC-JIR. Since beginning at HUC, I have childhood Jewish communities led me to HUC-JIR. Since beginning at HUC, I have 
had the privilege to serve as a student rabbi in Merced and Lancaster, California. had the privilege to serve as a student rabbi in Merced and Lancaster, California. 
HUC has also supported me as I continue to delve deeper into my interests of HUC has also supported me as I continue to delve deeper into my interests of 
Talmud, the history of American Judaism, and Jewish food. In my freetime, I enjoy Talmud, the history of American Judaism, and Jewish food. In my freetime, I enjoy 
playing disc golf and board games, watching anime, and spending time with my cat, playing disc golf and board games, watching anime, and spending time with my cat, 
Finch. I am excited to join the Temple Akiba community and get to know all of you!Finch. I am excited to join the Temple Akiba community and get to know all of you!

Meet Our New Rabbinic Intern, Josh Shapiro
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 Celebrate the beginning of a new year

 Get information about Tikkun Olam, Caring Community,
Fundraisers, Adult Education, Youth & Camp Programs,

Religious School & ECC Committees, Leadership Development, 
Sisterhood, Men's Group, Mitzvah Day, and more! 

 Info: Wendy Senelick & Nancy Trachtenberg at
membership.tasisterhood@gmail.com 

Or Victor Nahmias at vnahmias@aol.com 

 Meet friends old and new
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B'Nai Mitzvah - Mazal Tov!

Abby Berson  
daughter of Rachel 

Pearl & Steve 
Berson Saturday, 

September 9

Eli Berson 
son of Rachel 
Pearl & Steve 

Berson Saturday, 
September 9

CJ Mathews 
child of Jennifer 

Fogel & Paul 
Mathews Saturday, 

October 14

Jack Roper son of 
Shawn Rubin & Brian 

Roper Saturday, 
October 21

Elsa Liber daughter 
of Daniella & 
Reuben Liber

Saturday, 
October 28
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SEASON OF RENEWAL 
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Rosh Hashanah Services 
 

Erev Rosh Hashanah Family Service  
(At the Temple) at 5:00 pm 

 

Erev Rosh Hashanah Service  
at 7:30 pm 

 

Rosh Hashanah Morning Service  
at 10:00 am 

 

Rosh Hashanah Jr. Congregation  
(4th – 6th Grade) 10:00 am - 11:30 am 

 
Children’s Service (At the Temple)  

at 3:00 pm 
 

Yom Kippur Services 
 
 

Kol Nidre Service  
at 7:30 pm 

 
Yom Kippur Morning Service  

at 10:00 am 
 

Yom Kippur Jr. Congregation  
(4th – 6th Grade) 10:00 am - 11:30 am 

 
 

Afternoon Yizkor/Ne-ilah Service  
at 3:30 pm 

 

*All services at Veteran’s Memorial  
Auditorium unless otherwise specified 

4117 Overland Ave. Culver City, CA 90230 
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Brighter and Stronger. . .Together!
High Holy Days are approaching and the season of renewal is beginning.  Some members received a pink 
envelope with Membership information, and everyone can access the information on the Sisterhood page 
of the Temple website (click on Community – Sisterhood).  For questions or assistance, please e-mail 
membership.sisterhood@templeakiba.net. Thank you to all who have or will be supporting us in the 
following efforts to enhance our wonderful Temple. 

In honor of Rosh Hashanah, Sisterhood will again be presenting each of our Religious School and ECC 
students with an apple & honey to symbolize learning is a sweet experience.  We are again looking forward 
to distributing mini challahs outside Vets Auditorium at the conclusion of Yom Kippur day services.  

Together with the Men’s Group and the Temple Board of Trustees, we are co-hosting the annual Welcome 
Nosh on September 10th. Join us for a cup of coffee, a snack, and a schmooze. We will be hosting our 
Annual Sisterhood Membership Dinner with Dr. Raphael Sonenshein on October 17th (see ad in the 
Bulletin). We are excited to be offering Israeli Dance instruction for adults who want to brush up on their 
skills or learn what their children are doing. Our Gift Shop continues to be available by appointment.  
Contact Linda Park at mommylinda50@hotmail.com with any questions.Sisterhood extends to all a wish for 
a healthy, peaceful, safe, and happy New Year.  Shana Tova u’Metukah.
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Please Count Your Blessings and use this Tzedakah opportunity to 
Give From the Heart & support Temple Akiba Sisterhood’s 23rd Annual Drive to 
enhance the experiences of our youth: ECC & Religious Schools, Youth Group, 

and Day & Resident Camps.* 
 

These are my blessings: 
 
 Item         Value   Donation 
 
  I live in beautiful California      $1.00    _________ 
  I have a roof over my head      $1.00    _________ 
  My gas & electricity are still on      $1.00    _________ 
  My appliances are still working      $1.00    _________ 
  I have ____ TVs/computers                                   $  .50 each              _________ 
  I have ____ I-pads/smart phones                                    $  .50 each              _________ 
  I have ____ cars        $1.00 each              _________ 
  I can still remember where I parked     $1.00    _________ 
  I have medical insurance           $1.00    _________ 
  I have good health       $2.00    _________ 
  I have a “full” refrigerator/freezer/pantry    $1.00 each              _________ 
  I have a job         $  .50    _________ 
  I love my job        $1.00 add’l   _________ 
  I have a retirement/savings account     $1.00 each   _________ 
  I took ____ vacations this year      $1.00 each   _________ 
  I have ____ children/grandchildren     $2.50 each   _________ 
  My child/grandchild became a Bar/Bat Mitzvah   $1.00 each   _________ 
  I have children/grandchildren who attended camp   $1.00 each   _________ 
  My child goes to college/I go to college/take a class   $  .50    _________ 
  My child graduated college/I graduated college   $1.00    _________ 
  My child got married/I got married     $1.00    _________ 
  I have ____ parents/grandparents     $2.00 each   _________ 
  I have ____ brothers/sisters/nieces/nephews    $  .50 each   _________ 
  I have ____ friends        $  .50 each   _________ 
  I have a “significant” other      $2.00 each   _________ 
  I am a new parent/grandparent      $1.00    _________ 
  I have ___ pets        $  .50 each   _________ 
  I attended many simchas this past year      $1.00 each   _________ 
  I can still read this fine print without/with glasses   $1.00    _________ 
  On counting my blessings, it could have been worse   $1.00 and up  _________ 
  I woke up this morning…       Priceless   _________ 
 
  Name of Contributor_______________________________    TOTAL _________ 
 

Please “Count Your Blessings” and return this form with your check payable to: 
Temple Akiba Sisterhood, 5249 S. Sepulveda Blvd. Culver City, CA 90230 

 

*Funds have provided laptop computers, educational software, Israeli Dance Instruction, challah dough,  
wood planters, t-shirts, family art/education programs, field trips, classroom furniture, books and more. 

Our Temple Youth will appreciate your generosity! 
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Artists & Scholars in Residence  
October 6 - 9, 2023... 

Husband and wife “dynamic duo” Isaac and Rabbi Shawna Brynjegard-Bialik create 

new pathways into Torah, combining deep Jewish scholarship with comic books and 

pop culture for a unique take on traditional texts. Isaac cuts up comic books and       

reassembles them into papercuts that explore the stories of the Jewish people. Rabbi 

Shawna adapts traditional Jewish concepts to a modern Reform context, and brings 

that synergy to students of all ages. Together, they are “Paper Midrash.” 
 

Friday, October 6   Visual Sermon during Services 

Saturday, October 7  Torah Study with Knives (for teens - adults, limited to 30 people) 

Saturday, October 7  Community Project: Fingerprint Mosaic 

Monday, October 9  “Make your own Golem” for Akiba High 

*See your e-news for more information and to RSVP for “Torah Study with Knives.” 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

   
 
 

 15  Elul 

1 
9:00 AM Tiny Tot 
Shabbat 

 
6:30 PM Shabbat  
Shira Service 

16  Elul 

2 
9:00 AM Torah Study 
Begins 

 
 
 

17  Elul 

3 
 

 
 

18  Elul 

4 Temple Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Labor Day 

19  Elul 

5 
 
6:00 PM ECC Back to 
School Night 

20  Elul 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

21  Elul 

7 
 
  

22  Elul 

8 
 

5:30 PM Open House 
 
6:30  PM Shabbat 
Service with Choir 

23  Elul 

9 
9:00 AM Torah Study 

 
10:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning 
Service with  
Bnai Mitzvah of     
Abigail & Elijah 
Berson 
 
7:00 PM Slichot Service 

24  Elul 

10 
 
9:00 AM Religious 
School—Back to 
School/Intro Day 
 
9:00 AM Welcome 
Nosh 
 
10:00 AM TASTY 
Youth Group Event 

25  Elul 

11 
 

 
 

26  Elul 

12 
 
7:00 PM Sisterhood 
Board Meeting 

27  Elul 

13 
 
7:00 PM Life  
Transitions Group  
via zoom    
 
 

28  Elul 

14 
29  Elul 

15 
 
 

1:00 PM ECC Dismissal 
 
5:00 PM Erev Rosh 
Hashanah Family 
Service 
 
7:30 PM Erev Rosh 
Hashanah Service 
 

 
Erev Rosh Hashanah 

1 Tishrei 

16 
 
 
10:00 AM Morning 
Rosh Hashanah  
Service 

 
3:00 PM Children’s 
Service 
 
 

Rosh Hashanah 

2 Tishrei 

17 
 
10:00 AM Tashlich at 
Toes Beach 

 
 

3 Tishrei 

18 
 
 
 
 

4 Tishrei 

19 
5 Tishrei 

20 
 
 

 
 

6 Tishrei 

21 
7 Tishrei 

22 
 
 
6:30 PM Shabbat 
Shuva Service 

8 Tishrei 

23 
 
9:00 AM Torah Study 

 
 

9 Tishrei 

24 
 

 

 
7:30 PM Kol Nidre 
Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erev Yom Kippur 

10 Tishrei 

25 Temple Closed 
 
10:00 AM Morning 
Yom Kippur Service 
 
3:30 PM Yizkor & 
Neilah Service 
 
 
 

Yom Kippur 

11 Tishrei 

26 
 
7:00 PM Men’s Group 
Meeting 
 

12 Tishrei 

27 
 
7:00 PM Life  
Transitions Group  
via zoom     
 
 

13 Tishrei 

28 
 
2:00 PM Book Club 
Meeting 

14 Tishrei 

29 
 
5:30 PM Sukkot Picnic 
 
 
6:30 PM Sukkot  
Family Service  

15 Tishrei 

30 
 
9:00 AM Torah Study 

 
10:30 AM Sukkot 
Yizkor Service 

September 2023 15 Elul 5783 - 15 Tishrei 5784 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

16 Tishrei 

1 
 
9:00 AM Religious 
School Begins 
 
 
12:00 PM Sukkot 
Decorating Party 

 

17 Tishrei 

2  
 
 

9:30 AM Morning 
Minyan—on zoom 
 
 
6:00 PM Akiba High 
School Begins 

18 Tishrei 

3 
 
11:00 AM Talmud 
Tuesdays - on zoom 

 
4:00 PM Hebrew 
School Begins 
 

19 Tishrei 

4 
 
11:00 AM What’s Up 
in the Jewish World  - 
on zoom 

 
7:00 PM Sisterhood 
Israeli Dancing 

 

20 Tishrei 

5 
 

 
 
 

 
 

21 Tishrei 

6 
 

 
9:00 AM Tiny Tot 
Shabbat 
 
 

5:30 PM Community 
Dinner 
 
 

6:30 PM Simchat 
Torah & Kindergarten 
Consecration Service  

22 Tishrei 

7 
 
9:00 AM Torah Study 
& Simchat Torah 
Yizkor Service 

 
 
 

23 Tishrei 

8 
 
10:30 AM  Intro to 
Judaism Class Begins 
 
 
 
 

 

24 Tishrei 

9 
 
 
9:30 AM Morning 
Minyan—on zoom 

 
 

25 Tishrei 

10 
 
11:00 AM Talmud 
Tuesdays - on zoom 
 
 
7:00 PM Sisterhood 
Meeting 

26 Tishrei 

11 
 
 
11:00 AM What’s Up 
in the Jewish World  - 
on zoom 
 
7:00 PM Life  
Transitions Group   
via zoom    
 
 

27 Tishrei 

12 
 
  
 
 

28 Tishrei 

13 
 
 

6:30  PM Shabbat 
Choir Service with 
Board Installation  
 
 

 

 

29 Tishrei 

14 
 
9:00 AM Torah Study 

 
10:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning 
Service with Bat  
Mitzvah of CJ 
Mathews 

 

30 Tishrei 

15 
 
10:30 AM  Intro to 
Judaism Class  
 
4:00 PM Cindy Paley 
Concert 
 
7:30 PM Rosh Hodesh  
Online Class 

1 Cheshvan 

16  
 
9:30 AM Morning 
Minyan—on zoom 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 Cheshvan 

17 
 
11:00 AM Talmud 
Tuesdays - on zoom 
 
 
6:00 PM Sisterhood 
Membership Dinner 
and evening with Dr. 
Sonenshein 

3 Cheshvan 

18 
 
11:00 AM What’s Up 
in the Jewish World  - 
on zoom 
 
 
5:30 PM ECC PJ Story 
Night 
 

4 Cheshvan 

19 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5 Cheshvan 

20 
 
4:00 PM Challah  
Braid & Bake 

 
6:30 PM Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service 

6 Cheshvan 

21 
 
9:00 AM Torah Study 
 
10:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning 
Service with  
Bar Mitzvah of  
Jack Roper 
 
7:00 PM A Night Out 
in Tel Aviv  

7 Cheshvan 

22 
 
 
 

8:30 AM—2:30 PM 
Blood Drive 
 
 
10:30 AM  Intro to 
Judaism Class  

 

8 Cheshvan 

23 
 
 
9:30 AM Morning 
Minyan—on zoom 
 
 
8:30 PM Rosh Hodesh: 
Spirituality for  
Women Online Event 
 

9 Cheshvan 

24 
 
11:00 AM Talmud 
Tuesdays - on zoom 
 
 
7:00 PM—Men’s 
Group Meeting 

10 Cheshvan 

25 
 
11:00 AM What’s Up 
in the Jewish World  - 
on zoom 
 
 
7:00 PM Life  
Transitions Group  
via zoom     

11 Cheshvan 

26 
 
2:00 PM Book Club 
Meeting 

12 Cheshvan 

27 
 
 

6:30 PM Shabbat 
Service Honoring 
New Members 

13 Cheshvan 

28 
 
9:00 AM Torah Study 

 
10:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning 
Service with  
Bat Mitzvah of  
Elsa Liber 
 

14 Cheshvan 

29 
 
10:30 AM  Intro to 
Judaism Class  
 
2:00 PM Sisterhood 
Tea 
 

Tour de Summer 
Camps 

15 Cheshvan 

30  
 
9:30 AM Morning 
Minyan—on zoom 

 
 
 

 
 

16 Cheshvan 

31 
 
11:00 AM Talmud 
Tuesdays - on zoom 
 
 
7:00 PM Men’s Group 
Meeting 

    

October 2023 16 Tishrei 5784 - 16 Cheshvan 5784 
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TZEDAKAH
Members and friends of Temple Akiba have chosen to honor 
the memories of loved ones and to express their condolences   
to bereaved families by making contributions to the Yahrzeit 
and other Temple funds. In addition, one can make donations 
to the Temple to honor birthdays, a marriage, a baby naming, 
a conversion, the privilege of sitting on the bima, for having  
an aliya, or for any other blessed occasion.
TEMPLE FUND
In honor of:
Micky & Don Mann's 75th Anniversary and Don Mann’s 
99th birthday, from Sharon Krakoff & Bob Knopf
The birth of our Grandnephew Felix, from Maria & Ira Pemstein
Helene Jaffa, for doing an outstanding job leading Summer 
Torah Study, from Maria & Ira Pemstein
Pam Josephson’s birthday, from Sharlene London
Our wonderful group who traveled to Israel together, from 
Cathy & Bruce Penso
Temple Akiba Sisterhood, thanks to the wonderful Sisterhood 
women who volunteered at the Extended Kiddush for our sons' 
B'nei Mitzvah, from The Gofman Family
In memory of:
Laura Jenkins, Lillian’s beloved daughter, from Sonya Helmer
Laura Jenkins, from Jerry Mendel 
Laura Jenkins, from Cathy & Bruce Penso
Leah Kitz, my dear friend, from John Magoulas
Bette & Gerry Sallus, from Janet Nathanson
Bette Rae Sallus, from Sheila & Stan Weinberg
Elliot Silverstein, from Janet Nathanson
Roberta Slavitt, from the Akiba Amoeba Havurah
Roberta Slavitt, sister of Sue Urfrig, from John Magoulas
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In honor of: 
Linda Lessing's birthday, from Rosalie & Michael Gotz
The lovely Simchat Bat at the beach last Friday for our 
daughter Kalina Rutenberg. It was beautiful and full of love 
and community. From Ari Rutenberg & Nikki Tilmouth
In memory of:
Hershey Baer Binder, my beloved husband, from Farla Binder
FROM THE HEART FUND
In honor of: 
The birth of Felix, grandnephew of Maria & Ira Pemstein, 
from John Magoulas
In memory of:
Max Himel, my grandfather, from John Magoulas
Nel de Groot Snoek, from John Magoulas
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In gratitude to:
Rabbi Shapiro & Cantor Frailich, for their guidance, 
knowledge, and patience you put into preparing Nathan for his 
Bar Mitzvah, from Leila & Paul Rosemberg
In memory of: 
Ilbert Phillips, wishing you a rapid and complete recovery, 
from Leanna & Ron Watts
Roberta Slavitt, beloved sister of Sue Urfrig, from Sue Polep
CAMPAIGN OF LIGHT FUND
In gratitude to:
Rabbi Shapiro & Cantor Frailich, for their love, teachings, 
talent and kindness that shines on Temple Akiba. From Jill Will 
& Justin Ottinger

YAHRZEIT FUND
Jacob Ayers, my nephew, from Ira Diamond
Aaron Berkson & Saul Rudich, our fathers, from Lori & Ira Rudich
Edward Blum, my father, and Esther & Joe Perkin, my 
grandparents, from Rochelle & David Mitzman
Lee Brody, Hessie & Max Reinhart, and Harold Shields, 
from Laurie Hurl
Lee Brody, Hy Brody, Clara Goldstein, Murray Lebowitz, 
Jean Shev, & Oscar Shev, from Robyn & Gary Shev
Eunice Collins, our beloved friend from Timu Gallien & 
Christine Bellettini
Lillian Coopersmith, my mother, from Rabbi Sandy Rubenstein
Hilda Dershewitz, my mother, from Shelley Garrido
Lillian Edelman, my mother, from Fred & Emily Edelman
Vera & Sam Freeman, my parents, from Kathleen Ellis
Sam Freeman, my grandfather, from Belinda Braunstein
Barry Gold, my husband, and Bettylee Balsam, my mother, 
from Lesley Gold
Alvin & Marvin Gordon, my brothers, from Sonya Helmer
Harold Gotz, my father, from Michael & Rosalie Gotz
Howard Green, beloved husband and father, from Georgette 
and Lawrence Green
Helene Herz & Marien Molner, our mothers, from Joanne & 
Duke Molner
Tania Heyman, our beloved niece, from Leanna & Ron Watts
Sara Honig, my mother, from Myrna & Edward Ross
Chiyeko Kaida, my mother, from Jeanne & Ron Marmalefsky
Morris Kahn, my husband, from Alice Kahn
David Kamin, Ada Goldenberg Green, Mildred Kaufman, and 
Yetta Goldberg, from Joshua, Jennifer, & Karen Kamin
Bea Labozer, my mother, from Elaine & James Kaufman
Frances Lewin, my mother, from Joanne Wolf
Rifke Lewis, my mother, from Arla Lewis 
Daniel Marcus, my father, from Karen Marcus & Daphne Boutilier
Eleanor Mendel, our mother, from Jerry Mendel & Elaine 
Holiday
Honore Nachba & Rachel Rosine Nachba, my grandparents 
and Chaloum Serfati, my father who dedicated their life to help 
people, especially refugees, from Josette & Raoul Benassaya
Aaron Nathanson, my husband and Karen Pelletier, my 
daughter, from Janet Nathanson
Sabina Opperman, my sister, from Morris & Shirley Price
Robert Rips, my father, from Jeffrey Rips
Shelley Surpin, my sister, from Andrea & Jay Swerdlow
Blanche Sussman Rubenstein, my mother, from Beth Rubenstein
Fred Nussbaum, my father, from Howard Nussbaum
Selma Snider, my mother, from Mark Snider
Estelle Sriro, my mother, from Don Sriro
Sheldon Stein, my brother, from Sharon Krakoff
Ken Stone, my father, from Laurie Hurl
Abe Swerdlow, my father, from Jay & Andrea Swerdlow
Catherine Tassone, my mother, and Anne Marie Tassone, my 
sister, from Cathy & Bruce Penso
Jack & Ruben Vodovoz, my brothers-in-law, from Jack Wexler
Leona Weitz, my mother, from Carol Fortel
Isadore Wexler, my father, from Jack Wexler
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LEE WOLKOWITZ FUND
In honor of: 
Bob Knopf, a belated Happy BIG birthday! from Leanna & 
Ron Watts
JUSTIN SHABSIS FUND
In memory of: 
Lou Slutsky, my father, from Susan Polep
ECC FUND
In memory of: 
James Gordon, my husband, from Sheila Gordon & Family

A group dealing with bereavement and/or 
changes in relationships, career, social, family 
and health issues.  Share your feelings with 
others in a supportive and confidential 
atmosphere.  
Non-Members are welcome. Meets the 2nd and 
4th Wednesday of the month from 7-8:30 pm 
via Zoom.  Please call Temple Akiba upon 
interest.

TEMPLE AKIBA OF CULVER CITY 
5249 S. Sepulveda Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90230
310 398-5783
www.templeakiba.net

 
Caring Community 

Do you or a loved one need: 

A ride to services or an appointment, a 
meal or an errand, a visit or phone call? 

OR Can you provide these services? 

Please tell us: Meg Clements: 
megclem@ca.rr.com  

or Terry Coty: trcoty@hotmail.com  

THANKS FOR CARING!  

    

 
Brett Abrams & Jennifer Chan 

Rachel Anderson & Michael Anderson-Mitterling 

Ben Berkley 

Jennifer Carter 

Loren & Gregory Castle 

Reva Gindi & Scott Cooper 

Camille Hamilton & Bryce Salmi 

Shaina & Jordan Hergott 

Tali & Ran Israeli 

Alex Jackson 

Sharon Jundef & Alberto Algaze 

Brooke & Andrew Katz 

Delali Kpodzo & Matthew Conrad 

Shiran Levy & Oren Naim 

 

 

 

Julia Linsech & Zack Burns 

Rachel Marder & Jordan Berechman 

Jessica & Kevin Poff 

Emily Polak & Gerald, Katzman 

Setareh & Michael Radparvar 

Allyson & Luke Ramsey 

Dina Sankari & Cory Everett 

Amanda & Noah Sharfman 

Jamie Simon-Meyer & Jordan Steinhart 

Adi & Nati Soffer 

Jessica & Benjamin van der Fluit 

Dara & Todd Weinger 

Gabrielle Zadra & Mark Wild 
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Adult Hebrew / B'nai Mitzvah Class 

Every Wednesday from 6 pm - 6:45 pm  
beginning October 11 on Zoom 

 

Cost: $50 for members and $180 for non-members 
Open to all adults wishing to learn beginning Hebrew. 

 

    The first half of the class concentrates on learning         
    Hebrew letters, vowels and blending the sounds              
    together to read  Hebrew. 
 

    The second half of the class concentrates on learning  
    prayers and learning to chant from the Torah. 
 

    For those who are Temple Akiba members, the class  
    culminates in an Adult B'nai Mitzvah ceremony. 

 

RSVP to cantorlonee@templeakiba.net 
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SHAPE YOUR
COMMUNITY

2ND ANNUAL
AKIBA

   LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT

PROGRAM

LEARN ABOUT THE AKIBA COMMUNITY AND OPERATIONS
EXPLORE HOW TEMPLE GOVERNANCE REFLECTS OUR VALUES
MAKE YOUR MARK OR BE A TEMPLE AMBASSADOR

THURSDAYS 7PM - OCT 19, NOV 2 & 30, JAN 4 & 18,  
FEB 1 & 22, MAR 7

Interested?
Email

Director@templeakiba.net
by FRIDAY, SEPT 29
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HIGH HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE
To benefit the JFS SOVA Community Food & Resource Program

The SOVA Community Food & Resource Program depends on your in-person and online 

donations to help ensure that the people of LA do not go hungry. This year, when our 

services are needed more than ever, we hope you will join us to make the High Holidays 

a time when we reach out to those who need a helping hand.

If you are donating items in person, we ask you to please focus on the specific items listed 
below. This will help us provide the most nutritious and useful items for our pantry clients.*

 f Canned Tuna

 f Nut Butter 

 f 100% Juice

 f Low-sodium Canned Vegetables

 f Cooking Oil 

 f Whole Grain Cereal (Hot or Cold)

 f Shelf-stable Milk & Milk Alternatives

 f Low-sodium Canned Tomato Products 

 f Low-sodium Canned Soup 

 f Personal hygiene items, toiletries 
(such as toilet paper) and other 
household items

*Please no glass products or opened products. Kosher products preferred.

You can also make a meaningful contribution by donating to the 
food drive online. 
Monetary donations to the SOVA pantries help us provide fresh protein, produce, 
dairy, and eggs for our clients. We can only provide these fresh and nutritious items to 
families in LA through a virtual drive. This format also allows us to leverage our close 
relationships with food distributors to make the impact of your dollar go exponentially 
farther. That means more food for more families. You can make your donation at any 
time by going to:

support.jfsla.org/fooddrive
SOVA Community Food &

Resource Program
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Development Corporation for Israel. This is not an 
offering, which can be made only by prospectus.  
Read the prospectus carefully before investing to fully  
evaluate the risks associated with investing in Israel 
bonds. Member FINRA. Photos: Istock

PERPETUATING A 70-YEAR LEGACY OF ACHIEVEMENT 

Not Just
A Bond

A Bond 
With Israel 

Rosh Hashanah ·Yom Kippur· 2023/5784

‘‘Make this New Year a good one’’ 
חדש עלינו שנה טובה

Invest: The Israel Bonds
High Holy Days Appeals

israelbonds.com
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Temple Akiba thanks members who have made generous donations over their full            
membership commitment to bring an even brighter “Light” to our Temple Community. 

PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  CCiirrccllee    
Chai 

Sara & Peter Rutenberg 
Tzadik 

Joy & Paul Jacobs           Jerry & Letty (z’l) Mendel       Leanna & Ron Watts 
Marla & Edward Wolkowitz      Sue Urfrig 

Heschel 
Judy & Michael Bauer                 Linda & Robert Fleishman       

Priesand 
Cathy & Bruce Penso                   Ariel & Eric Rudin 

Hillel 
Ira & Carol (z’l) Diamond                   Helene & David (z’l) Jaffa     

Susan & Barry Moser         Maria & Ira Pemstein    
  Maimonides 

Lacey & Marc Bauer       Cayla & David Chipp        Verna Erez      Steven Hassan     Alan Kahan    
Andrew Lachman & Ingrid Moran     Yana & Adam Moser       Lauren & Jeffrey Rips                  
Andrea & Jay Swerdlow      Laurie & Ira Waldman       Elizabeth & Morris Zlotowitz 

Moses 
Elaine & Bruce Holiday                 Jenna & Adam Sonenshein 

 

Miriam 
Diana & David Hauptman                     Nancy & Herb Trachtenberg 

 

 Micah  
Meredith & Jonathan Basiri          Sara Fields            Manami & Abraham Fischer         

Arleen & Lewis Forsheit            Antoinette Glick           Rosalie & Michael Gotz        John Magoulas      
Lori & Ira Rudich          Ari Rutenberg & Nikki Tilmouth 

 

Deborah  
Connie Chiu & Jesse Golden           Deborah & Art Koniak-Griffin          Miriam & Steven Levy                               
Allison Parker & Sam Plotkin           Svetlana & Benjamin Rapoport             Debbie Richards                               

Marni & Matthew Schapiro               Diney & Ira Shulman             Jessica Stroik & Kamyar Soleymani                    
Jane Stark        Annie Dimascio & Adam Tessitore       Jack Wexler         Gabrielle Zadra & Mark Wild 
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September Clothing Donation Drive for  
Boyle Heights Community  

DRIVE DATES: Sept. 15th – Sept. 25th 
 

The Boyle Heights Communities of Schools is made 
up of 25 elementary, middle and high schools and 
serves a neighborhood with an LAUSD district low 
median family income of $33,000/year. Our friends 
at the Boyle Heights Community of Schools have 
made it clear that one of the greatest needs for 
students and families now, is getting through the 
cold weather this winter.  
 

With your help our "Layer Up" Donation Drive from Sept 15th - 25th will 
gather much needed winter clothing for students and their families. 

 

We're collecting new or lightly used warm clothing for children, teens and adults, to 
distribute to the Boyle Heights Community of Schools: 

• Sweaters, Long sleeves, Jackets, etc. 

• Hats & Blankets, and any other warm weather clothing  

• Shoes & Boots 

• New socks are also requested 

• Also, considering the holidays are coming, any new toys will also be gratefully 
accepted to ensure all families are able to have a cheerful holiday. 

You can drop your donations off at the Temple, or you can leave at the front  
gate with the guard from September 18th – 22nd from 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM 

as well as at Vets Auditorium before High Holy Day Services on September 16th. 

This project is sponsored by  
Temple Akiba’s Tikkun Olam Committee.  

 

Thank you for your generosity!  
 

 Questions: Sara Fields, Director of Engagement, 
engagementtrustee@templeakiba.net 
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 CALLING ALL RV’ERS/CAMPERS 
The Lovin’ Levelers is an active Jewish RV Camping Club which            

originated out of the North Valley Jewish Community Center in the early 
1970’s.  Many people question the idea yet alone the reality of JEWISH 
CAMPING versus exquisite hotels. While both are good, remember that 

in our early Jewish history we camped for 40 years in the desert after 
leaving Egypt!  

 

Our membership is quite wide ranging from Santa Barbara to 
Oceanside, including the LA, San Fernando & Santa Clarita Valleys, 

Thousand Oaks to Ventura & Seal Beach to Brea.  Our group is looking 
to expand with new members aged 50+. We are a “Traveling Havurah” 
in RV’s of various sorts, enjoying the company of other Jewish people. 

 

We plan group outings on one long weekend a month within 2-3 hours 
of Los Angeles.  Our weekend outings include visiting places of interest 
in each area, gathering around a campfire, playing games, doing crafts 
and just having fun being together.  Furthermore, we include brief but 

meaningful services and celebrations for Shabbat and Havdalah. 
 

For more information contact 
Linda Fleischman, Temple Member, 310-487-8910  or   
Allan Teplinsky, Club President, Home (818) 368-3471;  

Cell (818) 264-6199 
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BRUCE FORMAN
Akiba Veteran’s

Auditorium
Volunteer High Holiday

Moving, Setup
& Usher Corps

Committed to Serving 
Akiba Members since 1981

Are you selling your home?

Experience counts!

Special Beneet to Akiba Referred Clients

Call for details
(310) 920-8465 Direct Line

bjforman1@yahoo.com

 
 

Want to invest in property in  

Los Angeles while helping to  

build new housing? 

Contact Temple Akiba member  

Josh Kamali at (323) 487-1348  

or josh@reddoorinvest.com 

www.reddoorinvest.com 



5249 Sepulveda Blvd. 
Culver City, CA 90230
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